
Year 1/2 Newsletter (Autumn A 2016) 

Welcome back to school for everyone! 

 
All members of Key Stage One are very excited to get the new academic year off to 

a flying start. We have so many exciting things happening in Key Stage One this year. 

Not least the introduction of some fabulous new members of staff.  

 

Here is a summary of our classes and their teachers: 
Year 1- Chameleons- Mrs Burke 

Year 1- Golden Eagles- Mrs Smith 

Year 1- Giraffes- Miss Medlow 

 

Year 2- Dolphins- Miss Shevlin and Miss Scrivner 

Year 2- Bats- Miss Melander- Year 1 and 2 Team Leader 

Year 2- Meerkats- Mrs Mills and Mrs Williams 

 
Learning in Year One 
Many parents have been asking the Year One teachers how Year One will be different from 

the learning that took place in Reception. As the children adjust to being in a new setting and 

having a new class teacher they will continue to have some opportunities to learn through play. 

The children will also have some time where they will be learning in a more structured way. By 

the end of Year One the children will spend less time play based learning. Your child’s class 

teacher will make this transition as seamless as possible by providing a range of meaningful 

learning opportunities which will cater for all learning styles.  

  

PE 

In Key Stage One PE takes place twice a week for each class.  

Please see the timetable below: 

 Meerkats Bats Dolphins Giraffes Eagles Chameleons 

Indoor 

PE 

Monday Monday Friday Tuesday Thursday Tuesday 

Outdoor 

PE 

Friday Thursday Thursday Thursday Tuesday Friday 

Please can we ask that PE kit stays in school for the entire half term to ensure that the 

children always have their PE kit.  

This is what your child will need:  

Indoor PE Kit- White T-shirt, navy shorts.  

Outdoor PE Kit- White T-shirt, navy jogging bottoms, navy warm top, trainers or plimsoles. 

Outdoor PE takes place in all weathers so it is really important that your child has these 

clothes to keep them warm and dry. 

 

Your child can wear the same T-shirt for both types of PE.  

Please can you also ensure that all of your child’s PE kit is named. 



Weather 
This half term your child will be learning about the weather. This topic lends itself to 

lots of fantastic learning opportunities at home and in the garden. Over the next few 

weeks your child will be monitoring the outdoor temperature and climate. We would 

love it if you could continue this at the weekend too!  

There are several weather gadgets you can make at home with just a few simple 

household items. An empty plastic bottle can double as a rain water collector. Some 

ribbons tied to a cane or piece of dowel can create a wind indicator device for 

children to test which direction the wind is blowing in.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow this link for some great weather games:  

https://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/category/topics/weather  

One of these games allows users to predict what the weather might be link it other 

countries. This is great as it will allow children to practise locating countries on a 

map! 

 

Homework 

At Thorndown School we endeavour to make homework engaging and inclusive. Our 

aim is for children to take pride in completing a creative piece of work that they can 

be proud of.  

Homework is sent out half-termly in Year One and Two. It consists of a range of 6 

tasks which are all linked to the learning that children have been doing at school. 

Children have four to six weeks to complete at least one task depending on the length 

of the half term.  

For Year One children the first piece of homework will go out after October 

half term. For Year Two children the first piece of homework will go out on the 

week beginning 19th September and be due into school one the week beginning 

17th October.  

Homework is brought into school and shared as part of a class ‘show and tell’ session. 

Children have the opportunity to talk about their work. It is great for children to 

learn from each other in this way.  

 
In addition to this, your child can access Skoolbo 24 hours per day for free from a 

tablet or laptop computer by logging on to www.skoolbo.co.uk.  A link to this site can 

be found on the school website. If you have a tablet/iPad you can also download this 

learning program as an application in the App Store. There are some handy guides for 

parents on the Skoolbo website.  



 

Here is a look ahead to what your child will be learning this half term: 

English 
 
We will be focussing on stories 

with predictable phrases. 

  
Labels, lists and captions. 

 

Maths 
We will begin to use the superb 

Maths No Problem resources 

this academic year. 

We will focus on Place Value and 

Addition and Subtraction during 

this first half term. 

Science 
 

Seasonal change. 

Art 
The children will be 

experimenting with mark-

making, paint and rubbings. 

RE 

Why do people celebrate 

birthdays?  

Geography 

Why does the weather 

change? 

PSHE 
 

Establishing class routines and 

expectations 

 

Beginning and belonging 

ICT 
 

Logging on and loading up! 

PE 
Indoor PE- Gymnastics 

Outdoor PE- Games 

 

How can I help my child at home?  

Please ensure you read with your child as much as you possibly can. 

Discussing the characters, setting and events and talking about what is 

happening in the text is sometimes even more important that the actual 

decoding of the words itself! If any parents would like to come in and read 

with children in school please let your child’s class teacher know. Please 

remember to make a note of any reading you do at home in your child’s 

reading record. Even if it is not their school reading book it is great to know 


