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Pupil Premium Spending April 2018-April 2019 

 

Total Pupil Premium Funding Thorndown Primary School 

 

Number of pupils eligible for Pupil Premium: April 2017-April 2018 

Year Group FSM/ Pupil 

Premium 

LAC Total 

Reception and 

Key Stage 1 

32 0 32 

Key Stage 2 58 2 60 

Total 90 2 92 

 

Objectives of spending Pupil Premium 

• To raise attainment and accelerated the progress of pupils eligible for pupil premium 

funding 

• To maintain a favorable comparison of attainment between pupils receiving pupil 

premium and their peers. 

• To improve the attendance of eligible pupils 

• To identify and support eligible pupils with specific barriers to their learning, 

broaden opportunities and raise aspirations 

• To support eligible pupils with emotional and life changes issues that happen in their 

home lives which can affect their learning at school 

 

This financial year, we were given £123,110 of funding for our Pupil Premium pupils. We 

received £1320 for each pupil who receives pupil premium funding. We spent the Pupil 

Premium allocation on: 

 

Action Reasons/ Barriers to future 

attainment 

Impact 

Pastoral Care  worker 

working with families and 

individual pupils 

 

Our Pastoral Care worker works 

with pupils and their families 

with emotional, behavioral and 

practical needs. These could 

include pupils with issues such as 

bereavement, parent on 

deployment overseas, falling out 

with friends and child protection 

issues. Often these issues can 

interfere with their happiness, 

personal safety and learning 

potential.  

Throughout the year, our 

Pastoral Care worker 

worked with over one 

third of our families 

within school and Pre-

school. She worked with 

individual or groups of 

pupils, liaised closely with 

parents or families and 

worked with Social Care / 

Family Workers on Child 

Protection issues.  

She has developed 

stronger links with the 

local foodbanks, Citizens 

advice, Social services, 
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nursing organisations and 

local action groups such 

as CALM.  

She has also received 

high quality CPD on 

bereavement, loss and 

Domestic violence to 

make sure she can be 

able to tackle any barriers 

to pupils learning ability. 

Targeted interventions for 

pupils receiving Pupil 

Premium funding. 

 

Interventions identified at Pupil 

Progress Meetings are targeted 

to address key learning needs.  

The aims of these interventions 

are to uplift or maintain high 

achievement by pupils. They are 

run for a set period of time (often 

six weeks) and are always 

measured for impact. This could 

include Pre-teaching catch up 

sessions run by teachers or 

targeted attendance work. 

Data impact can be seen 

on the Pupil premium 

part of Thorndown 

Primary School website. 

This is updated at the end 

of every academic year. 

Interventions have 

included small group 

activities, 1:1 work, and 

long term interventions 

such as Easy Read. 

Through regular six week 

reviews we ensure that 

everyone is receiving the 

right interventions for 

maximum impact 

emotionally and 

academically. 

Redesigning the initial 

parents evening in October 

to benefit longer more 

detailed social and 

academic conversations. 

We want to talk to our parents 

for longer at parents evening at 

the start of every academic year 

both socially and academically. 

By having it in an INSET day it 

allows us to run a crèche and 

have longer conversations with 

all families. Money will be set 

aside for a crèche run all day. 

We ran a successful 

extended parents 

evening. We couldn’t find 

anyone to run a crèche so 

no money was needed for 

this. 

In our parent 

questionnaire this Spring, 

parents indicated for a 

longer November 

parent’s session again 

next year. 

Easter School Year 6 teachers run Easter school 

to ensure catch up, maintain or 

enhance pupils learning. Pupil 

premium pupils as well as other 

targeted pupils are invited and 

encouraged to attend the five 

morning workshops.  

This was run last Easter 

but in this financial year.  

We chose to invite 

selected pupils, including 

pupils receiving targeted 

spending to attend some 

session. This was enabling 
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some pupils to catch up 

or really develop a 

particular area of writing 

or Maths. 

Play and Music Therapy 

 

These sessions help pupils 

explore emotional needs that 

may be having a detrimental 

effect their learning. The therapy 

helps them to deal with their 

emotions and mental health in a 

more positive way and supports 

their learning and development. 

We ran five sessions for 

pupils to access this year 

every week. Two sessions 

were play therapy and 

three were music 

therapy. We supported 

thirteen pupils in this 

financial year. 

Enhanced provision for 

entitled pupils to access out 

of school hour clubs such as 

choir, drumming, sport, 

drama and science.  

 

Research by the DfE, has found 

that access to enhance out of 

school hours provision helps to 

boost attainment in school for 

pupils accessing pupil premium 

funding. When pupils challenge 

themselves and try something 

new, their confidence is boosted. 

Pupils are able to benefit from 

experiences, which would 

otherwise be inaccessible to 

them. Provision is equal to all. 

Attendance and impact of access 

to these clubs is monitored. 

Throughout this academic 

year we have run an 

increased variety of 

activities available. These 

include sports clubs, 

chances to learn musical 

instruments, learning a 

language and 

opportunities to engage 

hard to reach pupils such 

as Futsal and Fencing. 

Take up of these extra-

curricular activities by 

entitles pupils has 

increased from 50% to 

nearly 83% over the last 

two years. 

 

Redesign the Year 1 

curriculum to include more 

learning through structured 

play 

Research has shown that some 

pupils who have a disadvantaged 

often need to be able to explore 

learning through play more as 

they leave the Foundation Stage 

and move into KS1. We plan to 

see this in action in some schools 

and decide the schools future 

next steps. This may involve 

money on resources to refigure 

the classrooms to develop play 

opportunities further. 

We visited a school in 

Essex who do this 

structure very 

successfully. The school a 

higher rate of pupils 

being eligible for PP than 

ourselves. We collected 

some great ideas, bought 

in some key teacher and 

TA training from the LA 

and set up three more 

specialised classrooms. 

Pupils have progressed 

more in Year 1 this year 

than before due to many 

opportunities to apply 

their learning in many 
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different ways. Our 

External SIP has 

completed a visit on this 

to ensure value for 

money. 

Chances to enhance the 

curriculum and life skills 

through 

artist/author/musician 

visits 

 

Pupils have their curriculum 

enhanced by first hand 

experiences gained from trips, 

visits out of school, and visitors 

into school. The pupil premium 

funding ensures all pupils can 

have equal access to the entire 

curriculum. 

We ensured that all 

pupils, who are eligible 

for support and need 

financial support, are 

offered it if a trip etc. is 

not able to funded from 

home. This year we have 

supported places on a 

residential trip and some 

class trips. 

Contributions to school 

trips 

Staff training, including 

training for Teaching 

Assistants to deliver 

interventions and high 

quality classroom group 

work. 

 

Over the last few years we have 

targeted staff training based on 

pupil premium data, 

performance and the quality of 

teaching they receive. As a result 

we focus on all pupils eligible for 

extra funding to ensure we 

narrow the attainment gap 

between them and other pupils. 

Staff training to improve their 

teaching skills is therefore 

essential. Training will include 

how to have structured 

conversations for all staff to be 

able to have. TAs will also be 

receiving training on how 

develop role play further through 

questioning no matter the age 

group. All training is recorded for 

impact in the schools termly 

operational plan. 

During the last financial 

year we have had 

targeted CPD for 

Teachers and TAs. These 

have included specialised 

training for our PCSW, 

Year 1 teachers, 

developed initiatives to 

develop higher quality 

math’s and behaviour 

courses for 1:1 pupils. We 

have also run peer to 

peer courses to upskill 

teachers in supportive 

but effective way. 

TAs have had access to 

high quality weekly 

training sessions on core 

subjects as well as 

supporting pupils e.g. 

Mastery in maths and 

anxiety in pupils. 

Resources required for 

learning 

 

To buy and access resources to 

aid the teaching and learning of 

our Pupil Premium pupils, eg. 

Easyread, APPs 

We buy milk for pupils 

who are entitled to it, as 

well as Easy read licenses, 

specialised equipment 

and computer APPs. 

Develop a cluster project to 

use the national Trusts 101 

things children should 

achieve 

This will involve running a project 

throughout the primary schools 

in all year groups and in Year 7 

and 8 of St Ivo Secondary School. 

Resources and individual 

Although was discussed 

at cluster meetings, there 

was not enough support 

for all of us to do it 

together. We are looking 
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booklets will need to be 

purchased for all pupils. 

at something for 

ourselves next year. 

 

We also do many, many things for pupils which do not cost money. For example clear 

transition into the school or into secondary school, regular meetings and parent meetings 

with the EWO. Please refer to the separate document on the schools website. 

 

 

 


