
Animal Explorers in Year 1 

To kick start our topic ‘Wings, Fins, Feathers 

and Tails’ we had a creative sparkly starter 

this half term and became artists. We used 

oil pastels and the powder paints to explore 

animal skin and fur. We looked closely at the 

detail and pattern and developed our colour  

mixing, cutting and pattern making skills. Henri Matisse 

and Henry Rousseau inspired our work. Can you spot what an-

imals we were looking at and creating?  

 

 

 

 

A New Class Visitor! 

What an exciting start to the term we have had! 

We managed to watch a video that showed a    

dinosaur had visited our classrooms. We spoke a 

lot about the different types of dinosaur there 

were as well as how they looked, acted and 

moved. We then used this to help us write some 

brilliant sentences all about dinosaurs. 
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Year 2 become historical detectives! 

In Year 2, the children discovered an exciting bag full of artefacts. Where do 

you think they have appeared from?  Each class thought about what they 

thought was in the bag and what time period they were from. The teachers 

heard some very interesting suggestions! Many of the children also had some 

brilliant questions that we are going to investigate over the term. Great de-

tective work, Year 2! 

 

Year 2’s Amazing Artwork 

To link in to Year 2’s unit about 

the Great Fire of London, Year 2 

started their art unit exploring 

different colours and shapes 

that flames could create. They 

used silk crayons to     

create half of their art 

work then printed this to   

create a wonderful fiery 

effect! 

What does it say on the paper? Who 

wrote it? Why did they have ink and 

a quill? Why is the wine and cheese 

important? Who did these things be-

long to? 



Coming into school 

In order to encourage independence, we are trying to encourage the children to come 

into school on their own in the morning. The children receive guidance from adults in the 

cloakroom/classroom about putting their things away, taking out their book, reading dia-

ry and water bottles. Thank you for your support with this.  

 

Homework 

Year Two are looking forward to seeing the homework that your children have produced 

over the Christmas holidays. Year One will continue to bring home Phonics homework 

each week which gives parents a chance to see the sounds their children have been 

learning. 

 

PE 

In Key Stage One PE takes place twice a week for each class.  

Please can we ask that children’s PE kits stay in school for the entire half term this way 

once the PE kit is in school your child can take part in every PE session.   

Here is a reminder of the children’s PE days: 

 
 

This is what your child will need:  

Indoor PE Kit- White T-shirt, navy shorts.  

Outdoor PE Kit- White T-shirt, navy jogging bottoms, navy warm top and trainers.  

Outdoor PE takes place in all weathers so it is really important that your child has these 

clothes to keep them warm and dry. Tracksuit tops without hoods are preferable. 

Your child can wear the same T-shirt for both types of PE.  

Please can you also ensure that all of your child’s PE kit is named. 

If your child has pierced ears, please can you make sure that your child’s earrings are 

removed on their PE days. Children with earrings cannot participate in PE.  

  Owls Bats Camels Giraffes Turtles Lemurs 

Indoor 

PE 
Tuesday Thursday Monday Tuesday Thursday Monday 

Outdoor 

PE 
Wednesday Wednesday Thursday Monday Monday Thursday 



How can you help? 

 

Reading 

Each child goes home with a coloured banded book for you to 

read with them at home. The more often you can read with your 

child, the better! If reading can be a struggle sometimes, you 

could read one page and ask them to read a page to you.  

 

Skoolbo 

Every child has their log in for Skoolbo. On here, 

there are so many games that your child can play! 

Can you play at home to help your class win the 

Skoolbo trophy? 

 

Spellings 

We don’t send home weekly spellings but we do have a Year 1/2 Common Exception 

Word spelling list. This has been sent home but if you don’t have a copy any more, you 

can find it on our school website and on google. We practise some of these words each 

week but it would be great if you could also practise these at home! Your child’s class 

teacher would love to hear any games you’ve played or sentences your child has made 

with these spelling words!  


