
Reception Newsletter 

Firstly, we would like to thank you for all your support in helping the children to settle in to Reception. The 

Friday ‘drop in’ session was fantastic and it was great to see the children come in on the Monday excited, 

confident and ready to learn!  

 

 

 

 

Learning Journeys 

Every child in Reception will have their own Learning Journey. Each one is unique and will tell the story of 

your child’s learning and development, over the course of the year. Adults in Reception will observe and 

question children and complete observations about they have seen. The Learning Journey will contain both 

child-initiated, and adult-led activities, and will contain work and photos.  This can then be used to identify 

learning priorities and plan relevant and motivating learning experiences.  

We would appreciate your input as you know your child better than anyone. In your child’s cloakroom, you 

will find your child’s Learning Journey and some post it notes where we would love you to tell us what your 

child is doing at home. This could be anything from learning to ride a bike without stabilisers to recognising 

the number 14 on a door. If you could scribble it down for us, we can add it to your child’s Learning 

Journey and use the information for assessment. Your child’s Learning Journey is in the cloakroom for you 

to look through; please feel free to pop in during the morning drop off to have a look. If you are unable to 

get into school in the morning, we can arrange for it to be taken home. We do ask for them to be returned 

the next day as they are working documents which are added to continually.  

 

 

 

 

 

Reading and Phonics Meeting 

This will be held on Thursday 12
th

 October at 6:00pm and is a chance for you to find out more about our 

approach to teaching reading through phonics. We will also talk to you about home reading, and how you 

can support your child at home.  

 

Open Morning 

This will also be on Thursday 12
th

 October, 9-10am. This is a chance for you to come in to the classroom 

and discover what the children do during the day. You will have the opportunity to look through their 

Learning Journey and take part in activities that have been set for the children.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic 

The first part time weeks at school are a chance for your children to settle in and get to know each other 

and the adults working with them. When the children are full time, they will be learning through the topic 

‘Bears’ We will look at a variety of well-known stories (We’re Going on a Bear Hunt, Goldilocks and the 

Three Bears, Peace at Last) and our planned activities will be based on these books. We will be role playing 

the characters, talking about character behaviour and even writing stories to develop our own characters 

and adventures! In maths we are going to be learning all about 2D and 3D shapes and playing lots of maths 

games. We will also begin our discrete phonics sessions, where the children will be learning new sounds 

and tricky words (more information will be supplied at the Phonics and Reading Meeting on Thursday 12
th

 

October). 

After half term, our topic will change to ‘Celebrations’. We will be looking how we celebrate at home and 

using the texts: The Secret Birthday Message and Japanese Celebrations. Nearer to Christmas, we will also 

be talking about The Nativity and looking at the Hindu festival Diwali. In maths we will continue to learn 

about shapes and continue our work on understanding number.  

Polite reminder 

The children need to have at school: a pair of wellingtons, coat, book bag and a water bottle. Please could 

you make sure the children have only water inside their bottle.  

 

Diary Dates  

Our Christmas Production will be on Monday 11
th

 and Tuesday 12
th

 December, at 9:45am. Details about 

how to book tickets will be available nearer the time.  

Later in the year we will be holding a Mothers’ Day Tea Party, on Friday 9
th

 March and a Fathers’ Day Den 

building, on Friday 15
th

 June. Both of these events will be in the afternoon and we will send out further 

information nearer the time.  

 

We are really looking forward to getting to know you and your children and if you have any queries or 

concerns, please don’t hesitate to get in touch.  

 

Best Wishes  

The Reception Team  


