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Welcome back to the second half of the Autumn 

Term 2016. In this newsletter, I have highlighted 

some of this term's key dates. We don’t want 

you to miss anything! 

As always, we are celebrating Christmas with 

productions in KS1 and the Foundation Stage, a 

Christmas disco, Christmas school dinner and 

Christmas craft activities. We will be sending out 

more information over the next few weeks. 

Vicci Godbold 

Tag Rugby 

We have so much fun at Tag Rugby, especially 

playing against teams. On Thursday 19 October, 

we sent a team to play in a Huntingdonshire 

School Tag Rugby Tournament. 

The first team we played against was 

Hemingford Grey school. We won against them. 

We also played against Wheatfields Primary and 

the score was 3-6 and we won.  

Although we won games, we also lost a few, but 

we know it doesn’t matter if you lose as long as 

you play the best you can. We tried hard. 

It was great fun and I want to do it again! 

Leia, Yr.5 

School Staff  News 

Two teachers got married this half term. Miss 

Melander, in Year 2, is now Mrs Dunsdon and 

Mrs Stening, who works in Years 3 and 4, is now 

Mrs Emberton.  

Mrs Benson, who is a teacher in the Foundation 

Stage, gave birth to a lovely, healthy baby boy in 

late September. All are doing well. 

Congratulations to you all. 

Sadly, however, Mrs Gooch, who was a midday 

supervisor and cleaner at Thorndown for many, 

many years, has recently lost her battle with 

Leukaemia and has died. We will miss a much 

loved colleague. 

Open Classrooms 

 

On Tuesday 3
rd

 November, we held the first of 

our open classrooms this term. Parents of Years 

1 and 2 children attended a morning or evening 

session, when they learned how children can 

develop good number sense, which is key to 

children having a deep understanding and their 

future success in maths. 

Here are some of the things that parents said 

about the workshop: 

‘It’s interesting to know how the children learn 

maths. It taught me some new strategies!’ 

‘It’s great to be able to link in with what children 

are doing at school in the home.’ 

‘Useful presentation  and combination of 

activities to make it fun’. 

‘Both teachers clearly have excellent subject 

knowledge! J’! 

‘We will play the games shown today at home.’ 

We’re really pleased that parents will be using 

the strategies they learnt at home and playing 

games to help their children’s maths.  

Look out for more news about Number Sense in 

the next few months. 
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On Tuesday 8
th

 November, our Foundation 

Stage classes opened their doors for parents to 

observe their children having a phonics lesson. 

They then helped out with busy learning. 

 

Parents enjoyed seeing their children  learning 

in school mode and found out about how they 

can help with phonics at home. 

 

A big thank you to all those who attended the 

sessions so far, and for your very positive 

feedback. 

We are also running other open classroom 

sessions this term. 

- Yrs. 5 and 6 are running an open 

classroom session on Wednesday 16
th

 

November with a reading and inference 

focus. 

- Yrs. 3 and 4 are holding their open 

classrooms on Thursday 1
st

 December, 

focusing on writing. 

I'd also like to promote the Parent Forum 

meeting this half term on Thursday 17
th

 

November at 7-8.30pm. We are looking at 

sports provision and fitness at Thorndown with 

Mr. Sewell, who will be giving a small 

information session. 

Year 3 Cross Curricular Writing 

Our Year 3 classes have been combining 

learning how to write newspaper articles during 

English lessons with their topic of St Ives. They 

have had wonderful success, as you will see 

below: 

The Frightful Plane Crash  

27
th

 March 1918 

Four days ago, a pilot met a young lady and a 

boy, and then he took off and crashed into a 

spire of a church! 

A few days ago, a pilot landed in a local pasture. 

He bounded out of his plane and met a small boy 

called Bob and his mother Mrs Ghost. He asked 

them the route to Wyton Airfield. After he they 

had told him, the pilot jumped into his plane and 

saw it was still a bit foggy. He still tried to fly. 

A couple of minutes later, BOOM! All of a 

sudden, there were clouds of black smoke in the 

sky. The plane had crashed into the spire of the 

church! Sadly, the pilot died. 

Both Bob and Mrs Ghost were devastated. Bob 

said, “Personally, I thought the pilot looked cool 

but now I feel really bad that he is dead” and 

Mrs Ghost said” Where am I going to worship 

every Sunday with a hole in the church roof?” 

Should we let planes fly in misty conditions? This 

reporter says no. 

By Channon Year 3 

 

Universal Free School Lunch 

Did you know that if your child is in Reception, 

Year 1 or Year 2, they can have a free lunch, 

paid for by the Government? No forms have to 

be completed and your child just needs to tell 

their teacher during registration if they are 

having a school lunch. 

We provide a range of hot meals, including a 

vegetarian option. We also provide filled rolls, 

salad and fruit. The rolls are filled with ham, 

cheese or tuna and children can then have a 

pudding, including fruit and cake. The full 

choice on offer is on our school website.  

Let us give your child a packed lunch so you 

don’t have too! 


