Thorndown Sport Newsletter 2018
We have had such a busy week for sport this week, so this newsletter is purely sports news!

Sports Relief – Run as far as you can….
This week has seen a phenomenal amount of running taking place for every child at Thorndown from
pre-school to year 6. The children have counted the laps they have completed and a grand total has
been calculated every day. On
Monday the whole school total was
325 miles! We discovered this was
very close to the distance to
Disneyland and further than the
space station!! Determination has
been clearly displayed this week and
many children have wanted to beat
yesterday’s total and to continue to
improve. Such important skills and
values are taught through sport. By
the end of the week we reached 1540
miles which meant that as a whole
school we travelled all the way to North Africa!
If you sponsored your child, or wish to make a donation to Sports Relief, please send your money
into the school office.

Orienteering Festival
On Monday a group of Year 4 children went
to Hinchingbrooke Secondary School to take
part in an outdoor adventurous activities
competition. The children had to complete a
wide variety of activities including racing
around collecting clues across an
orienteering course. There were also team
building games and problem solving
activities. The children had a fabulous time
and said it was “entertaining, educational
and great for making new friends”. Thank
you to Mrs Emberton for taking the children.

Girls’ Football
On Wednesday 2 teams from year 5 and 6 attended
the girls’ football competition at Rowley Park, St
Neots. We had a real mix of girls taking part from
those who are already strong members of girls’
teams to those who wanted to try something new.
The girls played a total of eight games and really
developed their teamwork. These teams have been
trained by Miss Sibanda, with assistance from her
sister Tamsyn, who plays for Arsenal Ladies. My
thanks go to them for their help with the teams.

Up for the Cup
Also on Wednesday at Rowley Park St Neots, we entered 2 teams of year 4, 5 and 6 boys for a
competition called “Up for the Cup”. This was an opportunity for Thorndown children who aren’t in
our football A team to enter a competition. Some
of the boys don’t play for a club and a few don’t
usually play football so it was a new experience for
the boys. After a few training sessions their
confidence developed and they were keen to not
just take part but to be competitive. The boys
quickly understood how to hold their positions
and they were able to set up some great passes. I
am very proud to announce that we came 3rd out
of 10 teams and most importantly the boys selfbelief in their football abilities grew.

Cricket Festival
On Thursday (after another great cricket assembly)
all the children in Year 2 and 3 took part at a
cricket festival held at Thorndown. Local cricket
coaches came in and led a cricket game called
Rapid Fire. The children were split into teams of up
to 8 and scored points. The children I worked with
were certainly passionate and we had great fun. At
the end of every match the children lined up and
respectfully shook hands with their opposition.
Thanks to the Chance to Shine cricket charity that
organised the coaches to come and work with us.
It was a great sporting opportunity for our younger
children.

Cross Country
On Thursday we took
6 teams of year 5 and
6 boys and girls to
Priory Park in St
Neots. The event was
a 4 person relay with
each child running a
1200m leg. There
were over 250 boys
and girls teams
taking part and we
showed amazing
determination and
perseverance. I was
very proud of the children’s support and encouragement for each other. The boys’ teams came 20th,
47th and 72nd and the girls’ team came 64th, 110th and 111th. Mrs Wilkins who is a qualified running
coach, and also a member of staff, has been training the children at lunchtimes along with some of
her fellow coaches at Hunts AC. Thanks go to her for her time and dedication and also to Mr
Sweeney for taking the children to the event.

Next events
May 3rd - The football team have an important cup match against Stukely Primary at the Outdoor
Centre at 4pm
May 9th – The football team have their cup final against Priory Juniors at the Outdoor centre at
4pm
Good luck to the boys and Mr Sweeney who coaches them. If you want to come along to support
and cheer on our team see you there!

May 1st - Twenty Year 3 children are going to a golf festival at Hinchingbrooke School.

Written by Mrs Burke – PE lead.

