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Number:38 

 
As yet another busy and hardworking academic 

year comes to an end, on behalf of all the staff and 

governors at Thorndown, I would like to wish you 

all a happy and safe summer and thank you for 

your continued support this year. 

We are saying goodbye to 61 Year 6 children on 

their way to secondary school, as well as some 

valued members of staff. Mrs Askew and Mrs 

Kennedy are both retiring. Miss Williams and Mrs 

Collins, two valued TAs, and Mr Harris, our 

hardworking caretaker, are all going to work in 

different counties or countries in September. We 

all wish them well as they start new adventures in 

their lives. 

Mrs Benson and Mrs Browne are both away from 

Thorndown next year as they have their babies. 

More news will follow I am sure! 

 I look forward to welcoming you all back on 

Monday 5
th

 September relaxed, excited and ready 

to learn new things. Have a great summer break. 

 

Thorndown’s Fete 

 

On Friday 24
th

 June, we held our annual fete, 

kindly organised by FOTS. It was a very wet 

experience! Thank you to all who came and braved 

the elements, incluing all the staff and volunters 

who made it happen despite all the rain! 

 

The fete raised over £1200 which will go towards 

climbing equipement in the playground. Thank you 

for your support. 

 

SAT results 

With this newsletter, you will also receive this 

year’s overview for the Year 2 results. There have 

been great changes in how the SATs have been 

scored this year, with pupils sitting much more 

challenging papers. More information on the 

changes can be found on the DfE website.  

Normally, I would also be sending you all a 

detailed summary of the KS2 end of Yr6 results as 

well, which demonstrate the progress being made 

in all areas of the school. 

However, the inconsistency of marking in both the 

reading and grammar papers means that we have 

sent many, many papers back for remarking. The 

results of the remarking will not be available until 

early September. Therefore I will be sending out a 

summary of the KS2 Year 6 data with my first 

newsletter in the new academic year.  

Year 1/ 2 Open Classrooms 

 

On Thursday 23
rd

 June, Year 1/ 2 held the last of 

our open classrooms this academic year. They 

experienced writing instructions for how to make a 

sandwich. 
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As always, the feedback from parents showed it 

was very useful morning and so we will be running 

these again in the next academic year. Thank you 

to everyone who visited and feedback on their 

experience this year. 

Cambridge Sculpture Trip  

 

When we got out of school, we went to the bus 

stop. We talked about the pictures inside our 

sketchbooks, whilst we were waiting. Finally, when 

the bus came, we carefully climbed aboard. 

I noticed the bus was changing to different speeds, 

first fast then slow all the way along. All of a 

sudden, we turned onto the guided bus track. I saw 

fields of wheat and everything was whooshing by 

the windows like lightning flashes. A cyclist on the 

cycle park seemed to be trying to catch us up! 

When we arrived, we spotted a mother and baby 

sculpture, high up on the side of John Lewis. We 

walked to the Sedgwick Museum, where we 

sketched the fossils inside. Outside were three 

sculptures: two bears and Clare, the T-Rex! We had 

our photo taken with all our feet in a circle around 

Antony Gormley’s upside-down feet! 

On our walk to the Fitzwilliam Museum we 

discovered where Charles Darwin once lived at 

number 22. 

After a small snack on the grass, group one 

sketched the Henry Moore sculpture, “Hill Arches”, 

while group two explored the art galleries. When 

we swapped over, we saw paintings by the 

Impressionists and lots more! 

Finally, it was time for lunch by the river, near the 

punts. There were cowpats everywhere! A duck 

came right up to Dawid, stole his cupcake and ate 

it all! It was a fun time. 

On the walk back, we saw a huge gold clock with a 

giant grasshopper and a great carved ball of 

granite called “Between the Lines”. While we 

waited for our bus home, we played on the grass. 

Dylan spotted the A bus to Wyton and we all 

squashed on for the journey back to school.  

      By Khadija A 

 

          

Year 5/ 6 Production of The Wizard of Oz. 

 

On Tuesday 5
th

 July, our Year 5/6 pupils put on the 

famous story of The Wizard of Oz for their familes 

and friends. 

 

They performed very successfully to a packed 

house and made all their teachers and their 

headteacher very proud of their effort and 

performances. Well done  Years 5 and 6. 

I’d also like to thank all the staff for their efforts in 

putting on this prodcution. 

 

 

The Choir’s Big Sing 

On Tuesday 28
th

 June, the entire choir went to the 

Free Church to sing songs with many different local 

schools. Mrs Peach thought of all the big ideas so a 

big thank you from us to her. 

Everyone there sang ‘A World in Union’. ‘This is the 

Moment’ and many more great songs, including 
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new ones we learnt that morning. We think they 

sounded just great and hope we can do it again 

soon.                                         Piper and India, Year 4 

 

 

 

Mrs Peach’s Musical Extravaganza 

 

On Thursday, 30
th

 June, Mrs Peach held a 

wonderful evening of music, when our choir and 

drumming club joined others to perform in front of 

a packed hall. They performed with great 

enthusiasm and the audience were enthralled. 

Thank you to Mrs Peach for all her hard work in 

bringing such wonderful musical experiences to 

Thorndown. 

 

Year 2’s adventure to Stibbington 

Some of the Year Two children went to Stibbington 

for a two-night residential. Each one of them had 

lots of fun. They slept in bunk beds! They did pond 

dipping, a treasure trail and learnt about looking 

after the environment.  

     By Maja K 

St Ives Cats 

When some of the Year Two children were at 

Stibbington, the rest of the Year Two children and 

all of the Year One children got to make cats for 

The Merrie Wives of St. Ives. To make my puppet I 

used a sock and stuffed it. I stuck shapes on it and 

made it look like a cat! It was really good fun.  

     Lottie Cann.  

Please look out for their cats in shops around St 

Ives and as part of the production of “The Merrie 

Wives of St Ives”, which is being performed at the 

start of the Summer Holidays in St Ives. 

 

 

Year 2 Cluster Music Festival 

On Thursday 7
th

 July, all the Year 2s from 

Wheatfields, Eastfields, Hemingford Grey and 

Holywell came to Thorndown to sing. 

At the Music Festival a lot of schools came to 

Thorndown. We sang a few songs and then we all 

had a fantastic play outside! We even had a drink 

and a biscuit. When we came back in from play we 

song more songs. Thorndown's song was 'You've 

got a friend in me.'  

 Joshua L, Yr2 

An author visits Years 3 and 4 

On Thursday 7
th

 July 2016, an author called James 

Nicol visited our school. He came to talk about his 

new book, The Apprentice Witch, which had been 

released that day. 

When we got to the hall in the afternoon, James 

told us a gruesome story that included a witch, a 

cauldron and a flying heart! We then helped James 

dress Mrs Patrick in witchy clothes, such as a cape, 

a hat and a large toad called Beatrice! 

After that, we played a gameshow with James 

called “Which Witch is Which?”Then James told us 

how he wrote the Apprentice Witch. He told us it 

had taken him three and a half years! 

All of Years 3 and 4 had a fantastic day, and we 

want to do it all again! 

By Jason Yr3. 

A big thank you to Claire Goodhead from Heffers in 

Cambridge and Mrs Browne for organising the 

visit.  

St Ives Carnival 

 

On Saturday 9 July, Thorndown entered a 

wonderful float into the St Ives Carnival. 

This year’s theme for the floats was “Storybooks” 

and, yet again, we produced a wonderful float full 

of pupils’ painting and art work. 
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Thank you to Mrs Wickes and Mrs Setchell, who 

employed their amazing imaginations again, led 

the float construction and spent a very long time 

designing and building.  

 

I’d also like to say a big thank you to all the parents 

and pupils who also spent hours painting, sticking 

and helping, and to those of you who went on the 

float itself. 

Year 3 and 4 cooking 

 

Years 3 and 4 have been designing and cooking 

healthy savory pancakes this half term. The Co-op 

donated £10 of produce to us and our classes have 

been writing to thank them.  

Below I have popped in an extract of one of the 

letters. 

I am writing this letter to say how grateful, not just 

I am, but the whole of Year 3 and 4. 

As you know, recently we have requested some 

donations as have other schools. That was your 

opportunity to help over 150 pupils eat more 

vegtables. 

You gave the donations to us. I cannot say in words 

how thankful we are. You have helped make us all 

healthy…             Extract from Rebecca, Yr 3 

 

Kwik Cricket Tournament 

Today we were very excited for our cricket tournament 

final.  We boarded the coach with very happy spirits.  As 

we got going, we discussed team tactics and chatted the 

whole time.   

We arrived to see the golden sun and the noise of the 

cricket balls bouncing on the ground.  Shortly after it was 

time to start the match. We did not get off to the best 

start, but we slowly got better. We played well, but 

unfortunately lost.  It was time to move on to the next 

match.  The second time was one of the best, but our 

battle was not great. However, our fielder was fantastic!  

Then to rest our legs we had a five minute break.  By 

now we were all hungry but we still had one more match 

until lunch.  This time we got beaten by a mile.  At this 

point we were bottom and needed to win our last game 

to escape last place.  Thanks to our battle skills we 

outplayed the opposition and came seventh out of eight 

teams.   

After another break, we gathered around to award the 

prizes.  Lydia Greenway, who played for England 300 

times, was handing out the awards. We were all 

surprised that she was an actual professional!  We 

boarded the coach, very happy about our performance 

and then we shortly arrived back at school.   

By Lywinn T 

  

 

Marvellous Maths Fun Run 

 

On Wednesday, 29
th

 June, we held a fun run to 

raise money to buy desperately needed maths 

resources. We had a fabulous day and were very 

impressed by the chdilren’s enthusiasm and 

perseverence. Every child had 20 minutes to run 

round the field as many times as they could. 

Together, 5381 laps were run. This was a total 

distance of just over 1013km, which is 

approximately the distance from Thorndown to 

Edinburgh and back again! We’d like to say a huge 

thank you to everyone who has sent in sponsor 

money. We have been overwhelmed by the 

kindness and generosity of our Thorndown 

families and friends who have helped us to raise 

over £3700! This is truly amazing. Thank you.  


