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Book hand-me-downs 

There comes a time when children grow out of 

their books and there is no one to hand them 

down to. If you have any books, which are in good 

condition, that you would like to donate, Pre-

school would love to receive them. Your books will 

continue to be enjoyed by many children. Please 

drop them into the main school office or in at the 

Pre-school door by the front entrance. Thank you. 

 

Chameleon Class’s Visitor 

 

A few weeks ago, Chameleon Class had a very 

special visitor. Willow, a panther chameleon, 

was brought in by a parent. Most of the children 

held Willow and she climbed along some 

children’s arms! Willow remained pink-skinned 

throughout her time in Chameleon Class, which 

showed she was happy; she becomes a browny-

grey colour when she gets grumpy. The class 

listened quietly and carefully and learned lots of 

chameleon facts. Many thanks to Mark Whatley 

for giving up his time to bring in Willow and for 

giving the children a first-hand experience of a 

chameleon. 

 

 

Parent Help 

When I asked you for help last year, we had lots 

of volunteers who have supported us in a range 

of ways, including working in classrooms, 

hearing readers, making resources and coming 

swimming with us. Thank you. However, 

personal circumstances do change and we are 

again asking for parental or grandparental 

support from you all. Can you give 30 minutes, 

three times a week, to hear pupils read? If you 

can, or would like to help in any way, please 

contact Mrs Cooper in the office, who will 

arrange a DBS check in order that you can start. 

Many thanks. 

 

Our Chocolate Treat 

On Tuesday 20
th

 September, the Mayor of St 

Ives, Debbie Townsend, came to visit us with a 

gift. Over the summer holidays the Mayor of 

Stadtalledorf, who is called a Burgermeister, 

came to visit St Ives. His town is twinned with St 

Ives. He came with a gift from a large chocolate 

factory in his town, which is owned by Mr 

Ferrero. Mr Ferrero sent St Ives lots of chocolate 

bars to give to the children, which our Mayor 

gave to our pupils in assembly. I hope you 

enjoyed them. 

Thank you to Mr Ferrero and the Mayor of 

Stadtallendorf for their yummy gift. 
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Uniform 

After such a wonderfully smart to school only a 

few weeks ago, a few non uniform jumpers, 

coloured shoes etc. are starting to appear in 

school. School shoes should be black, brown or 

dark blue and should not have luminous or 

white stripes. 

Pupils should wear a red or blue sweatshirt. This 

could be one with a Thorndown logo or could be 

plain. The pupils can wear grey or black skirts, 

pinafores, trousers or shorts. The polo shirts can 

be white, blue or red.  

Our PE kit is a plain white T shirt with sleeves, 

navy or black shorts and something to keep the 

children warm in the winter, e.g. tracksuit. 

We would prefer all hijabs or headscarves to be 

plain and reflect the colours of the school 

uniform please e.g. blue, black or red. 

Thank you for your support. 

 

Thank you to everyone who has donated to the 

NSPCC during our sponsored fundraising event. 

We all raised over £2409 towards a very 

worthwhile charity. The children are being 

thanked in an assembly next week. 

 

Assessment 

The feedback from parents, staff and pupils 

regarding our in school assessment and tracking 

systems have been taken into consideration as 

we have revisited, and subsequently developed, 

it this year. Attached to this newsletter is our 

procedure for tracking your child’s attainment 

throughout the year. Teachers will be more than 

happy to talk to you about it at parents’ evening 

next week, when we will tell you about your 

child’s current assessments and the target we 

have set them for the end of the year. 

If you are interested in all the assessments we 

carry out in school, please refer to our 

Assessment Policy, which is on our website 

under the policy tab. 

 

A visitor in the Foundation Stage 

On Thursday 6
th

 October, our workshop was set 

to the theme of Deliveries. To begin the 

workshop we had a special visitor, Colin the 

Postman. Colin soon had the children excited 

about delivering letters and the post. He told 

the children what he gets up to on a normal day: 

delivering letters, emptying the post-box, 

sorting the post and delivering the mail to 

people in St Ives. He inspired the children to 

have a go at being post people, where they took 

part in activities including wrapping parcels, 

writing letters and most importantly delivering 

them to the correct addresses! 

 

 

 

 


