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I cannot believe we’ve reached half term already! 

We have had a really busy and hardworking half 

term, which I am sure you saw during parents’ 

evening in your child’s books and on the Learning 

Walls in their classroom. 

I wish you a well-earned week’s break; we return 

to school on Monday 31
st

 October. 

Vicci Godbold 

 

Year 1’s Weather Topic 

Year 1 children have been learning about the 

weather this term and have watched weather 

forecasts as part of the project. Each child 

then made a windsock to help them observe which 

way the wind is blowing. They look amazing!    

 
 

A Year 5 Homework Activity 

Some of our pupils go that extra mile or so for 

their homework! 

My interview with Martin Aveling 

For our homework we had to research 

Cambridgeshire artists. I picked my all-time 

favourite, Martin Aveling, a nature artist. His 

parents were zoologists and he grew up in the 

company of gorillas and orangutans! 

I went on his website where you can view his 

amazing pictures:  

http://www.avelingartworks.com. My favourite is 

the Eagle Owl. I wrote him an email telling him all 

about my homework task and when he replied he 

said I could interview him, so I did. 

My questions included things like: 'What was your 

first drawing?' and he sent me back a picture he 

did when he was little. 

We kept in touch and he asked me if he could 

publish my interview on his Blog post; of course I 

said yes! He also sent a copy of the interview to 

Derwent Pencils (the pencils he uses the most) and 

Elephant Family (a charity he is very passionate 

about). Within two hours of the interview going 

live, Derwent Pencils responded saying they would 

like to donate some art supplies to Thorndown. 

I was amazed at how my small homework task had 

such enormous results. 

 

Alfie, Year 5 

Thank you very much Alfie for our new pencils in 

Zebras (see below) and enjoying your homework 

task as much as you did.

 

Science Buddies 

Thorndown now has some new Science Buddies!  

They will be working hard to keep everyone 

informed about anything in the science world.  So 

far, our buddies have been writing the following 

report about a special visitor that we had in 

September… 

“In September, Thorndown had a visitor called 

‘Test Tube Timmy’.  He told the school about how 

things flew.  He had boxes for wings…they didn’t 

work.  It was funny and we leant special words like 

aerodynamic and thrust.  He taught us that if you 

are aerodynamic you can easily slice through the 

air and water.  This was a fun assembly and some 

pupils are enjoying the Mad Science Club.” 
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The Science Buddies tested out some paper 

aeroplane designs during their Science Buddies’ 

meeting! 

 

Thanks to our new Science Buddies: Reuben, 

Jasmine, Channon, Seb and Rupert.   

Mrs Smith 

Marvellous Maths Day 

On Wednesday 19
th

 October, we enjoyed problem 

solving all over the school.  

In Years 5 and 6, children worked on visual 

representations of numbers, focusing on patterns 

and prime factors. 

 

In Year 3, they solved shape problems and 

developed their own nets of 3D shapes, and Year 4 

engaged in some mathematical bridge building.  

In Years 1 and 2, children solved practical 

problems in a systematic way, so that all 

possibilities were found.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The English Challenge 

On the 12
th

 October 2016, different schools 

from all over Cambridgeshire joined us at 

Swavesey Primary School, to take part in an 

English Challenge. Thorndown competed 

against seven other schools, fighting for 1
st

 

place. 

Kyan, Matthew, Hazel and Muntaha in Year 6 

were selected from Thorndown to take part. 

The first challenge was a book quiz where the 

children had to answer questions to do with 

books. The second round was a memory round 

where they had to memorise and share a 

simple poem. At 5 o clock, they gave them a 

snack during the break. 

After the break there were two more rounds 

to go through. One was a Shakespeare round 

and the final activity was a basic skills round 

where the children had to arrange an 

assortment of texts. 

As soon as the competition had begun, a sheet 

called the Extra Thinks was handed out. 

Throughout the first half of the challenge, 

each group was allowed to answer as many 

extra questions as they could. 

Thorndown were in fourth place, by one mark, 

and we all got sent home with a certificate 

which was awarded in assembly. 

By Hazel, Year 6 

 

 


