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Anti-bullying week 

The week of 14
th

-18th November 2016 was 

National Anti-bullying Week.  All of the 

children had the opportunity to participate in 

age-appropriate activities, which helped to 

develop their understanding of what bullying 

is and what to do if they ever feel worried.  

We have also had an additional focus on the 

important issue of cyberbullying.  We ask that 

you please take this opportunity to talk to 

your child about what they have learnt about 

keeping safe.  If you have any questions, 

please don’t hesitate to speak to your child’s 

teacher. We have an Anti-bullying leaflet, 

written with the Student Council, about what 

to do if you feel you are being bullied. 

Ofsted  Parent View 

If we are doing something well and you would 

like Ofsted to know about it, you can visit our 

website, click on the ‘Parentview’ link and fill 

out the form. There is a box at the end of the 

form where you can also write a comment. 

If there is something that you feel we could 

do better, please do not hesitate to contact 

me for an appointment, or share your concern 

in writing by e-mail or letter. We want to work 

with you to ensure that we get it right for 

your children. 

Spotty at Thorndown 

 

On Friday 18
th

 November, the whole school 

went spotty to raise money for BBC’s Children 

in Need. We raised over £602 from donations 

and the purchase of wrist bands. Thank you to 

everyone involved. 

Fabulous French Game 

In French this term, Year 6 have been learning 

how to describe themselves: their physicality, 

their character and their clothing. Muntaha 

and Lizzie, two very enthusiastic learners, 

have decided to create a very practical and 

fun game, in order to help the class to 

remember the vocabulary and grammar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lizzie had completed a rule and instruction 

sheet about how to play the game, while 

Muntaha was busy designing the playing 

cards. Happily, Muntaha and Lizzie 

experimented with the game and discovered it 

would be best as a matching game. Then the 

game was born! To play, you had to match 

two words that created the correct 

vocabulary. Muntaha and Lizzie worked 

incredibly well together and had lots of fun 

during the process of making The “Porter” 

Test (the game they made).  

Madame   Millard, French teacher 

 

Sshhhh! A top secret trip to Amazon, 

Cambridge 

On Tuesday the 22
nd

 November 2016, seven 

people from Year 6 went to the top secret 

Amazon Prime Air Lab in Cambridge. 
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Firstly, we gazed at the mark four drone and 

noticed the key parts. We looked at the 

propellers and found out that the mark four is 

an octocopter and it is one of the first models 

made for the Amazon delivery drone. 

We discovered the way the drones will deliver 

the parcels by watching a video. Then we 

went to see a virtual reality of the drone 

delivering a parcel and we had a go trying to 

land the drone outside the house. 

After that, we learnt about aero dynamics. 

The main points are: lift, drag, thrust and 

gravity. We also went to see their 3D printer, 

which they use for parts of the drones so it is 

quicker than going to somebody and asking if 

it can be made and waiting 3 days for the part 

when it can be done in about 2 to 3 hours. 

Some of us were able to have a small robot as 

a prize for winning the aero dynamics quiz. 

Also, we all were able to have two goes at 

flying a drone. In addition to this, we were 

given: hats, umbrellas, a pencil case with a 

rubber, ruler, pencil and a pen and a sheet of 

paper telling people what Amazon Prime Air 

will do in the future.   

By Matt, Amy, Pippa, Jack P, Sienna, Lily, Ben and 

Lizzy 

Marvellous Maths Day 

We recently held our second Marvellous 

Maths Day of the academic year. As we are 

working towards achieving the Artsmark 

award, we decided to link art and maths.  

On Wednesday 23
rd

 November, we had a 

Marvellous Maths Day.  In year 4, we 

practised tessellating.  We looked at some of 

M.C. Escher’s patterns then attempted making 

our own.  I noticed that my shapes came into 

a dog pattern.  We all had so much fun 

making our own wrapping paper.  We really 

enjoyed Marvellous Maths Day and would 

love to do it again. 

Jason, Year 4 

 

 

Years 3 and 4 Parent Open Classroom 

On Thursday 1
st

 December 2016, parents from 

Gorillas, Badgers, Ospreys, Pelican and Lions 

classes came in and watched our literacy 

lesson. 

We were writing the opening two paragraphs 

of our traditional tales.  Our parents were 

helping us with our sentences and our 

spellings. We thoroughly enjoyed our parents 

coming and they were amazed at what we 

could achieve. 

Cameron and Rebecca, Year 4 

 

Thorndown Maths Goes Global! 

We are really excited about what’s happening 

in maths at Thorndown. As you may be aware, 

Mrs Gerrard was among 70 Mastery Specialist 

Teachers from across England to travel to 

Shanghai to learn about maths teaching there, 

along with representatives from the 

Department for Education and the National 

Centre for Excellence in Teaching 

Mathematics,  

It was an amazing experience to see teaching 

for mastery approaches in Shanghai 

classrooms and we have already put into 

practice some of what we learned. We are 

really privileged to be one of only 35 schools in 

England to have been selected to host two 

Chinese teachers on their return visit in 

January, and this is a great reflection of both 

our children and staff’s enthusiasm and hard 

work in maths.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Chen and Mrs Zhu will be teaching maths 

in Bat and Leopard classes for two weeks in 

January and we will be visited by many 

teachers from across Cambridgeshire to learn 

from them. It will be a very exciting time and 

we’re looking forward seeing the Chinese 

teachers in action at Thorndown.  


