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Year 4 Bikeability 

 

 

Our Year 4 pupils started their new year by 

completing the Level 1 Bikebalilty course. This 

course looks at pupil proficiency and confidence 

on their bikes. Our Year 6 pupils will be taking 

the Level 2 part of the Bikeability skills awards in 

the summer term. 

 

 

Arrrr Pirate Writing in Year 1! 

Our Year 1 pupils are learning about the high 

seas and pirates. Here is an example of their 

pirate writing. 

Anyone seen Mad Bad Bob? 

He has a shiny hook, 

A terrible look,  

Anyone seen Mad Bad Bob? 

He has a rusty old gun, 

He has nasty fun. 

Anyone seen Mad Bad Bob? 

Mathilde, Year 1 

 

Our Passionate about Writing Day 

On Monday 23
rd

 January, the school held its first 

Passionate about Writing Day (PAWS). The 

whole school enjoyed listening to poems by 

Benjamin Zephaniah and his work inspired them 

to write their own poems. Many of his poems 

also led to chances for pupils to ask 

philosophical questions. Philosophy for Children 

is something we are developing at Thorndown  

this year. Below, are some examples of writing 

produced. 

 

Year 4 read a poem called ‘I love me Mudder’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lU5IX_UKEj

M and wrote one in the same style.  

 

I love me dog and me dog loves me, 

We live together as a family. 

He chases cats that are really fat 

I bet at their house they sleep on a soft mat. 

 

I love me dog and me dog love me, 

We love to sing in harmony 

He likes to eat his roast beef 

Sometimes he plays with a little leaf. 

Fin, Year 4 

 

The children in Year Two spent the whole 

morning studying a poem called ‘Talking 

Turkeys’ by Benjamin Zephaniah.  

The children looked very carefully at the 

language used in the poem and thought about 

how this was very different from any other 

poems they had seen before. 

Here is what some of the children thought about 

the poem:  

“I liked it when he said ‘Yo turkey, I’m on your 

side’ because this made me laugh” (Owen)  

“I liked the beat of the poem” (Joshua)  

“I think the poem is quite funny because turkeys 

can’t really talk” (Isaac)  

“I think the poem is about turkeys having the 

right to live and not be eaten at Christmas time. 

It made me think” (Luke P)  

“At first, I thought some of the words weren’t 

spelt correctly but then we talked about why 

they were like this” (Jess)  

“I have never seen a poem like this before 

because I don’t usually read Caribbean poems. I 
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was puzzled when it said that the turkey had a 

right to a life because I haven’t learnt about this 

before” (Phoebe C)  

The children participated in Philosophy for 

Children and also had a debate about whether 

we should eat turkeys at Christmas time. 

 

When Dementia Friends came to Thorndown. 

 

On Monday 16
th

 January 2017, Kate and Jane 

from Dementia Friends came to speak to us 

about a life changing disease: Dementia. 

They told us there are over 100 types of diseases 

involving the brain! They showed us how 

powerful our brain really is as well as how if one  

bulb goes out in this powerful, clever and unique 

organ it could have an immense effect. The Year 

6 pupils were fascinated by the stories they were 

told about people with dementia. 

For all of us, this was a complicated subject. We 

were in the ‘learning pit’, trying to pull ourselves 

out, whilst they spoke about memories, and how 

they can last for decades. Sometimes they 

crumble away. But our emotions don’t.  

We need to know that there is more to someone 

than dementia. Some people may ignore the 

true personality of someone which is hidden 

underneath this façade of a victim. They can live 

well, depending on how extreme it is. They are in 

some ways just like us, but with a problem. 

 We are ALL the same underneath the 

appearance, diseases, personality, living 

environment and nationality. Don’t judge a book 

by its cover. 

By Evie T in Year 6. 

 

Shanghai maths comes to Thorndown 

Following Mrs Gerrard’s very successful trip to 

Shanghai in November, we welcomed our two 

Chinese partners to Thorndown. Mrs Zhu 

worked with Leopard Class on fractions and 

Miss Chen worked with Bat Class on 

multiplication. It was a real pleasure to see them 

teach and over 200 teachers from across 

Cambridgeshire and beyond visited us over the 

fortnight to learn from their expertise. All our 

visitors were very impressed by our pupils’ 

behaviour and enthusiasm, as well as their 

mathematical achievements, including their use 

of some very challenging maths vocabulary.  

 

 

The children not only learnt a great deal during 

the teachers’ visit, but also thoroughly enjoyed 

their lessons. Here is what children from 

Leopard Class said: 

“I liked working together as a class because it 

made it easier for us and we could help each 

other.”  

“I liked hearing different people’s answers 

because if you got the answer wrong, you could 

figure it out from their answers.’ 

“The sentences we practised helped me learn 

and helped me remember.” 

“We convinced others and I could add other 

people’s methods to my own.” 

 

Thank you to Miss Chen and Mrs Zhu for a 

wonderful experience. 
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Our Choir goes to the NEC 

 

On Wednesday 25
th

 January, our choir and their 

parents went to the NEC arena in Birmingham to 

sing with over 8000 other children, as part of 

the Young Voices celebrations.  

As last year, the children sang their hearts out 

and had a great time. The parents watching and 

the adults taking part had just as much fun as 

the children! 

Thank you to everyone who organised the trip 

and to Mrs Peach who has been running our 

choir to such a high standard. 

 

FOTS’ Fundraising 

We are delighted to say that FOTS, with all your 

help, have raised enough money for a large 

climbing frame to be erected by the main 

playground.  

Playdale have been chosen to provide the 

equipment and has submitted a great design for 

all ages of pupils to enjoy and be challenged. 

Representatives from our student council have 

ensured that all pupils would feel safe and enjoy 

the equipment, and have decided on a bright 

purple and lime green design.  

The new play equipment will be built in the 

Easter holidays as we must prepare the ground 

first. 

The agreed design will be on display at the next 

FOTS’ disco and the children can already see it 

on their student council board. We can’t wait to 

get climbing…including me! 

Thank you to FOTS and to everyone who has 

spent their money at FOTS’ events. 

 

Twitter 

Thorndown Primary School is now on Twitter! 

Due to popular demand at our last Parent 

Forum meeting, we are now trending on 

@Thorndownpri  

Our Digital Parenting 

The digital world is forever changing and moving 

on. Who would have ever guessed a few years 

ago that we would now have a Twitter account! 

It is important that we keep up with our children 

so we know about appropriate age ranges to 

play certificated games, at what age they can 

join Facebook etc. and how to keep your child 

safe online.  

On our website, under the ‘Helping children use 

technology safely’ tab, we have a digital 

parenting guidance which gives some advice 

about how to keep children safe. The 

government have also produced a very helpful 

leaflet 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/c

hild-safety-online-a-practical-guide-for-parents-

and-carers/child-safety-online-a-practical-guide-

for-parents-and-carers-whose-children-are-

using-social-media 

 and so have Think u know: 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/ 

They’re worth a read. 

 

Marvellous Maths Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week, we have enjoyed another marvellous 

day of maths. Reception had great fun exploring 

subitising and number patterns in a range of 

exciting activities and games. These included 

bingo, making a hopscotch game, and finding 

and ordering numbered bottle tops in a tuft spot 

of rice krispies! Great fun and maths learning 

was had by all! 

 

 

 


