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As this academic year comes to an end, on behalf 

of all the staff and governors at Thorndown, I 

would like to wish you all a happy and safe 

summer. Thank you for your continued support 

this year. 

We are saying goodbye to 57 Year 6 children who 

are on their way to secondary school. We are also 

saying goodbye to two valued members of staff; 

Mr Sewell and Mrs Dale are leaving to teach in 

other schools. We all wish them well as they 

embark on new adventures in their lives. 

Miss Marshall starts her maternity leave at the end 

of the summer and I will update you as we have 

new baby news. 

Mrs Benson and Mrs Browne are coming back 

from maternity leave very soon. Some of you may 

have already seen Mrs Browne! 

 I look forward to welcoming you all back on 

Tuesday 5
th

 September, relaxed, excited and ready 

to learn new things. Have a great summer break. 

 

SATs Results 

With this newsletter, you will also receive this 

year’s overview for Year 6 and Year 2 results. We 

are pleased with the results, which show the 

continued improvements being made throughout 

the school by our pupils. This is especially true in 

reading, which was a whole school development 

focus this year. If you have any questions about 

these results, please do not hesitate to contact me 

through the school office. 

 

Year 2 Cluster Music Festival 

On Tuesday 4th July, the Year Two children were 

lucky enough to attend the St Ives Year Two 

Musical Festival. This year's event was held at 

Wheatfields School and the theme was songs by 

The Beatles. This theme was chosen to celebrate 

the 50th anniversary of the release of Sgt. Pepper's 

Lonely Hearts Club Band. The enthusiasm of the 

children was infectious and it was a joy to hear 

their fantastic voices. The teachers were also very 

impressed by their quick march back to school; 

everyone was motivated to be back in time for 

lunch! 

 

A Drumming and Choir extravaganza 

 

On Thursday 29
th

 June, Mrs Peach held a 

wonderful evening of music, when our choir and 

drumming club joined others to perform in front of 

a packed hall. They performed with great 

enthusiasm and the audience were enthralled.  

They also treated us to drumming and singing in an 

assembly as part of our Arts Week. Thank you to 

Mrs Peach for all her hard work in bringing such 

wonderful musical experiences to Thorndown. 

 

School Uniform 

Your children have really grown this year and I 

know most of you will be buying new uniform for 

your children for September. I know I will be! 

I’d like to remind you that pupils should wear a red 

or navy sweatshirt. This could be plain or have a 

Thorndown logo. The pupils can wear grey or black 

skirts, pinafores, trousers or shorts. The polo shirts 

can be white, blue or red.  

The PE kit is a plain white T-shirt with sleeves or a 

plain T-shirt in the colour of your child’s house 
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colours – no images or logos please. Children 

should have navy or black shorts and something to 

keep them warm in the winter, e.g. tracksuit. 

We would prefer all hijabs or headscarves to be 

plain and reflect the colours of the school uniform 

please e.g. blue, black and red. 

All school shoes should be plain black or be of a 

dark colour. 

Thank you for your help. 

School Games 

 

On Thursday 29
th

 June, a group of Year 3 and Year 

4 pupils went to the County School Games. They 

participated in the opening ceremony and then 

enjoyed archery, golf and team building games. 

 

Our day at Women in Engineering! 

On the 22
nd

 of June 2017, all the Year 6 girls went 

on an amazing trip to the Burgess Hall, to 

participate in an event about women and 

engineering. We learnt so many things that we 

would like to share. 

When we arrived at the venue, we were all very 

excited and curious about what the day had to 

offer. A lady came and welcomed us. 

We were informed that our first task was the paper 

tower challenge. The challenge was to make a 

stable tower of paper-AND balance a container on 

it.  The task was enjoyable, however it was very 

difficult.  

Our next task was a mystery activity; we found out 

it was the Lego challenge! We were spilt into 

groups and were told to make different parts of a 

Lego house. The criteria was to make a house of 

exactly thirty pieces of Lego. It had to match a 

diagram which each group was given. The hardest 

part was putting it together without breaking it. 

We had three attempts to do the tough challenge 

and every time was quicker than before.  

We then had a break and a chance to chat about 

the tasks so far. After twenty minutes, the leader 

called us back to tell us our next assignments. Our 

group was told to do the careers activity and a 

quiz. This task was about learning about all types 

of women in engineering. On top of that, we were 

given a quiz about the jobs. Each station gave us 

something new to think about. Our favourite was 

run by Amanda Pinkney, who told us about the 

wild life accidently affected by Anglian Water. We 

saw a dead newt pickled in a jar! The other stops 

were also interesting.  

Next thing that happened was lunch!  

Our final assignment was the water challenge. This 

activity was about making our own water pipeline. 

We had to plan out the route as well as the costs. 

After planning, our creation was put to the test, 

with actual water. Most of us were successful. As a 

reward, we were presented with a rubber duck! In 

a nutshell, our day was incredible and we learned 

so many skills for the future  

By Lizzie and Evie Year 6 

 
KS2 Sports Day 

The weather was kind to us and we held our 

postponed KS2 sports day on Friday 30
th

 June. 

 

All of Key Stage Two took part in fifteen 

events and their points were added together. 

Every jump counts! 
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The points from KS1 and KS2 will be added 

together and the winning teams announced in 

assembly. 

 

Again, I’d like to say well done and thank you 

to Mr Sewell and all the KS2 teachers, pupils 

and parents for making it such a great event. 

Farm to Fork Trip to Tesco. 

 

The Year Two children have been visiting Tesco in 

Bar Hill to take part in the Farm to Fork project. 

This term, the children have been learning about 

where our food comes from and why it is 

important to eat food grown in the UK. The Year 

Two teachers were very grateful to the ladies at 

Tesco, who welcomed the children and provided a 

really super morning. The children investigated 

fruit and vegetable labels, held a fish which was 

caught as part of a sustainable fishing scheme and 

tasted different cheeses. Perhaps the highlight of 

the trip was to venture inside the GIGANTIC 

freezer!  

 

Bikeability 

Year 6s took to their bikes during the week 

beginning 3
rd

 July for Bikeability. They were 

taught how to cycle safely on the road and 

how to keep their eyes and ears open for all 

hazards. 

 

Reading Challenge Summer 2017 

The Library is running a free reading challenge 

this summer and you can sign for this at any 

library in Cambridgeshire, including St Ives. 

You will be given a collector’s card and your 

child has to read at least six books at their 

level over the holidays. As they read, they 

collect stickers from the library to help solve a 

mystery by collecting clues. All children will 

receive a certificate at the end. 

It is a great way to keep your child reading 

over the summer holidays. 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/ 

Art Exhibition 

As part of our Arts Week this month, our 

pupils worked with some artists from Wysing 

Arts Centre.  This culminated in a wonderful 
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art walk, when our whole school comminuty, 

including parents walked around the pupils’ 

work. Please refer to the separate Art Bulletin 

for more information. 

 

Year 5 and Year 6 Production of  

“The Lion King” 

During Tuesday 11
th

 July, our Year 5s put on 

two wonderful performances of The Lion King 

for their families. This was repeated by Year 

6s on Wednesday 12
th

 July.  

 

All the afternoon and evening performances 

were full of wonderful acting, singing and very 

catchy tunes, which I know were being 

hummed for days afterwards! 

 

Well done to all the pupils and staff who were 

involved in such wonderful performances, 

which I know touched many people’s hearts. 

Your determination, exuberance and talent 

have made me a very proud head teacher! 

Well done to you all. 

 

 

 

Floating Walk 

Some of you may have heard that something 

unusual has been going on down by the river in St 

Ives this week. 

 

Artist Caroline Wendling has been exhibiting her 

work ‘Floating Walk’. This artwork was inspired by 

the question as to whether Saint Ivo existed or not. 

Caroline took her audience on a journey down the 

river and they experienced her interpretation 

through art, music and performance. 

Prior to the event, Caroline came to Thorndown to 

work with our children, who helped her with her 

research. Then 21 of our Year 3 and 4 children 

volunteered to take part in the final performances. 

We had great fun, come rain or shine, and caused 

many surprised and smiling faces from passers-by. 

The audiences on the boat thought the children 

were magical.                                              Mrs Patrick 


