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Welcome back after half term. I am sure you 

and your family are all refreshed and ready for 

more great learning and the busy lead up to 

Christmas. 

I have included some key dates below. In the 

madness of Christmas preparations and 

celebrations, events can be missed! 

 

• 30
th

 October: INSET Day  

• 1
st

 November: Yr5/6 Open Classroom 

• 6
th

 November: Badgers’ class assembly 

• 8
th

 November: Yr3/4 Open Classroom 

• 13
th

 November: Pelicans’ class assembly 

• 20
th

 November: Gorillas’ class assembly 

• 28
th

-1
st

 December: Yr 6 at Hilltop 

• 4
th

 December: Year 6 assembly 

• 6
th

 and 7
th

 December: Yr1/2 Christmas 

productions 

• 11
th

 and 12
th

 December: Foundation Stage 

Christmas Productions 

• Friday 15
th

 December: Whole school 

Christmas Lunch 

• Tuesday 19
th

 December: Last day of the 

Autumn Term 

• Thursday 4
th

 January: Pupils back at school  

 

All dates can also be viewed on the Yearly 

Date Planner sent home to you in September. 

 

Thank you to all who have bought their child’s 

Christmas Cards, and to the FOTS’ members 

who helped us to process the cards. The funds 

raised are going to be spent on a pantomime 

for KS1 and KS2, a Christmas treat for the 

Foundation Stage and some much-needed 

new books for the school. 

Vicci Godbold 

 

 

 

 

Cambridgeshire Year 6 English Challenge 

2017 

 

A few weeks ago, four Year 6 Thorndown 
students competed in an English challenge at 
Wheatfields Junior School. Along with many 
other schools, they tested our knowledge over 
4 rounds. These included a book characters 
and basic knowledge round and genre round. 
It proved to be a valuable experience for 
everyone who competed. The challenge really 
made us ‘up’ our English skills! The winning 
school will be competing at Ely Cathedral in 
December. We were congratulated for our 
knowledge of book characters as we did 
extremely well in that round. 
  

By Theo Bullough 

An artist in residence 

 
 

On the 12
th

 October, a group of 10 children 

from Year 5 worked with an artist to complete 

some exciting art. 

The artist’s name was Steve Ferris and we 

helped him paint a piece for an art exhibition. 

We painted beautiful star fields. To do this we 
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used cotton wool buds and the end of a paint 

brush. 

The canvases had already been made ready 

and our pieces of art were painted onto these 

large canvases. 

 
We had great fun and learnt a lot from an 

expert.  

Lilly W and Emily P, Year 5 

 

Our art work will be part of a large art 

exhibition, which will be shown first at 

Swavesey VC on Nov 18-19th (10.00-17.00 

and 10.00-16.00 respectively).  

 

Books in other languages 

If you and your child speak another language 

at home and read children’s books in 

languages other than English, please think 

about us as they grow older and no longer use 

them. We would love to have a 

comprehensive range of books in other 

languages, which children can borrow from 

our library, and we would very much 

appreciate any donations 

If you have any questions, please do not 

hesitate to ask me via the school office. 

 

Year 4 Residential Trip to Burwell House 

 

When I went to Burwell I enjoyed myself loads 

and I wanted to stay!  I loved the food and 

drinks.  I really enjoyed the TV studio, walk 

around Burwell village and learning about the 

local people from the past.  I also enjoyed ‘The 

Great Egg Challenge, Burwell Fox and the map 

work.  I shared a room with my friends and I 

loved my stay. 

By Ben  

 
Burwell was lots of fun because we did lots of 

activities like Burwell Fox, map reading, a long 

walk around Burwell and a visit to a real TV 

studio.  The food was really good, especially 

the hot dogs!  We also tried to protect an egg, 

which we dropped off the fire escape.  I shared 

a room with my friends.  It was awesome! 

By Ewan 

 
Our visit to Burwell was lots of fun!  My 

favourite game was called Burwell Fox.  In the 

game, the children were foxes and the adults 

were the farmers (dressed up).  The foxes 

sneaked around finding all of the questions.  

For example: ‘You find a piece of roast meat. 
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Do you eat it?’  The answer is no because it 

may be a trap from the farmers.  If the 

farmers see you, you get a stamp on you!  

Also, the food was great.  I loved the whole 

trip. 

By Molly  

Morrisons’ Visit 

On Wednesday 18
th

 October, Sue 

Meadowcroft and her friends, Honor and Ivor 

Goodsite, came to talk to the children about 

safety on construction sites. Sue is part of the 

ISG construction team who are building the 

new Morrisons in St Ives. 

 
They will be coming back to talk to KS2 in a 

few weeks’ time about jobs in the 

construction industry. 

 

Snowmen for St Ives 

Over the last few weeks, some classes have 

been making snowmen to be used as part of 

the St Ives Snowman Festival this year. 

 
We will be sending nearly 75 snowmen, which 

will be displayed all over St Ives from late 

November. Thank you to all the helpers we 

have had in many classrooms, who had great 

fun glueing and sticking!   

 

 

Marvellous Maths Day  

On Monday 2nd October, we held our first 

Marvellous Maths Day of the new academic 

year, when the whole school was engaged in 

exciting activities about statistics. Our 

youngest children in Reception had great fun 

printing pictograms about fruit whilst our 

oldest children interpreted and drew some 

very challenging line graphs about the 

Olympics. Lots of fun - and learning - was had 

by all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Camel Class collaborated very well to collect 

lots of data! 


