Thorndown Newsletter
Number: 76
about defending the country and the part that
animals played in the wars. This sparked lots
of classroom discussion. Thank you Matt for
coming in to our assembly.
As part of our Marvellous Maths Day, Year 5
pupils looked at how to represent the 800,000
British troops that were killed during World
War 1 in numbers and images. Each small
black line you can see in the photo below
represents a person.

Interhouse Competition
Over the last week, there have been interhouse sport competitions taking place.
The children have really enjoyed the events
and shown determination, honesty and
teamwork, which are some of our school sport
values.
One child per year group, who showed these
values, was chosen as a star performer. From
Year 2 it was Raffi, Bella was selected in Year
3, Milo was chosen Year 4, Olivia was
awarded from Year 5 and in Year 6, Ben was
picked. Well done to these children.
This term, the competitions included ball skills,
team games and a Strictly Come Robot
Dancing! Year 2 played Rapid Fire Cricket,
which helped them practise for the Year 2
Inter school competition next week. Yellow
House (Willow) won in Year 3, 4 and 5 but the
overall winners were Silver House (Birch).
Silver House children received an extra 10
minutes playtime as a reward. Thank you to
the staff for organising these competitions.
Mrs Burke
Remembrance Week
During our Remembrance week, the school
remembered members of our armed forces
who have died in the line of duty in several
ways.

They then used that information to look at
how large cemeteries would need to be and
also how many hospital beds would be
needed for the wounded. The pupils reflected
on the size of the numbers and all the human
lives that were lost from Britain and in the
other Commonwealth Counties at the time.
In Art lessons, Mrs Setchell and the classes
she has been working with looked at why we
use poppies to remember and pupils made
poppies to add to our helix sculpture.

On Wednesday, Flight Lieutenant Matt Kirk,
came to take an assembly around the theme
of Remembrance. He talked to the children
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In classrooms throughout the whole school,
children and their teachers talked about
poppies and what they symbolise. Pupils also
had a chance to buy poppies and other items,
with all the money donated going to the
British Legion.

They then told everyone about a competition
they are running this year to win one of the
two green goodie bags, as seen in the photo.
The pupils need to design a badge. This must
be drawn on an A4 piece of paper using
colouring pens, pencils or paints, but not
highlighters please. On the reverse of the
paper, your child needs to make sure they put
their name, class and the school year they are
in.
Once the design is completed, they must go to
Pelican Class, upstairs, by Friday 7th
December.
Everyone who enters will get a small prize.
This is a great chance to get creative and to
remember to wear something bright when
you and your family are out in the dark!

A wildlife visitor in Year 3

On Friday 9th November, Year 3 planted a
wildlife corridor in the school grounds.
Our visitor was Heidi from the A14 Wildlife
Corridor Project, and she told us all about the
wildlife we would see in St Ives and how we
must help keep it safe from predators and us.
Firstly, we did a bug or bird hunt to see what
we have at Thorndown. Then we did made a
mixture to help wildflowers grow. This was full
of clay, water, compost and wild flower and
grass seeds.
Heidi then took us outside to “bomb” the area
with our seed bombs.
We had so much fun and are excited for the
spring when we can see out wildlife corridor of
plants.
Kookaburra Class, Year 3

St Ives Snowman Festival 2018
For the second year running, St Ives will be
having a Snowman Festival and we have been
asked again to make snowmen to be put on
lamp posts all over St Ives. We have made
over 100 snowmen.

Travel Ambassadors 2018
On Monday 12th November, our Year 5 Travel
Ambassadors for 2018 ran a whole school
assembly. They reminded pupils about what
to wear at night to be seen easily and we sang
a helpful rap to help us remember.

The children have written their names on the
bottom so they can hunt down their
snowmen when they are put up at the end of
November.
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brainstorm and help us with our writing. It
was interesting and awesome!
Tanfisa Yr 5

A Foundation Stage Wedding
Children in our Early Years participated in a
role play wedding given by Rev. Finch on
Wednesday 14th November in the Small Hall.
Two children dressed as the bride and groom
and followed the lines of those spoken at an
actual wedding. They were joined down the
aisle by two bridesmaids that pushed them in
the wedding cart decorated by the children.
Mr Cullen

Year 5 Bikeability
Year 5s have had access to teaching which
helps them be safe on the roads and cycleways around St Ives.

The children will take the Level 2 training and
test later this week and then in Year 6 they
will be offered the Level 3 test.
Save the Date!
Our annual Christmas jumper day this year
will be held on Friday 14th December. As
always the money raised will be spent by the
student council on projects around school.
Year 5 visit to St Ivo
On Wednesday 14th November, we went on a
small trip to the Ivo School to meet an author
called Dave Smith, with lots of other schools in
St Ives. It was really exciting!
We laughed because he was really funny and
we got some free books for the school. We
also wrote some ideas down to help us
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