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Autumn Term Year 3 & 4 Newsletter 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Here is some information about what is happening this term, which we hope you will find    

useful. 

 

Home-School Diary 

 

This year, we will not continue to use the Home-School Diary as a means of communication 

between us.  The parent forum decided that they were not widely used and as a result we ask 

that all communication is through letter, email or  through appointment via the office.  

Reading records are kept in their reading journal and can be updated in school. 

 

Water Bottles 

 

Children are encouraged to bring a named bottle of water each day, to have in the classroom 

in case they are thirsty. As a school, we promote drinking water as the healthier option, but it 

is also the practical choice in a classroom where spills may occur. Your child may bring in juice 

or squash, which they can keep on the packed lunch trolley to drink at lunch times.  

 

Snacks 

 

Children are encouraged to bring in a healthy snack, which they keep in their drawer, for  

playtime. A piece of fruit is ideal. 

 

Valuables 

 

Children should not bring anything valuable into school, unless a prior arrangement has been 

made with their class teacher. We advise children to keep anything that they consider precious 

at home. 
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Literacy 

This term, our main themes will be:  

 

• Stories with familiar settings 
• Poetry, linked to our topic of St Ives 
• Information texts linked to our study on St Ives 
• Traditional tales 
• Newspaper Reports 

 

Children need to learn to transfer these skills into all areas of their writing – cross-curricular 

work really helps them to understand this.   

 

Spelling 

 

When learning to spell words, we recommend the ‘Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check’ method, 

which involves the child looking at the word to try to memorise it, (it is often helpful to break 

it down into easier chunks) saying it out loud, (either sounding it out in chunks or saying the 

names of the letters) covering the word up and writing it, and finally checking to see if their 

attempt is correct. The year 3/4  word lists will be sent home by the class teacher. The list will 

be the spellings to be learned for the year and will be broken down into weekly sections.  

 

Mathematics 

Our maths curriculum is organised into Units of Work, which take place over 2 or 3 weeks. 

This year we are following a mastery approach. Further information about the techniques  be-

ing used will be available in the maths workshops run throughout the year. Many links are 

made between strands of mathematics and the children are encouraged to make use of ‘real’ 

maths in everyday situations and convince others of their ideas. If you wish to help your child 

at home, it is always useful to practise recalling basic number facts, e.g. adding and subtract-

ing pairs of small numbers, doubling and halving and then applying this knowledge to larger 

numbers. We also encourage the children to learn times-tables and related division facts.   
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Children have been given a Skoolbo account. We encourage the children to use the software 

to help them with their learning. 

Science 

Our topic this term is Light and shadow.  After half term we will be investigating different  

forces. 

 

Humanities 

 

This term we will be investigating the local area of St Ives. Any research the children can do at 

home will help them in their understanding of the subject. Children will then compare our 

town with the St Ives in Cornwall, identifying similarities and differences. 

 

R.E 

 

We will be looking at the Christian faith and exploring the different saints. 

 

ICT 

 

Our focus for this half term is internet safety followed by programming after half term; a topic 

that the children thoroughly enjoy. Children will be given a Starz account to allow them to use 

email and blogs. 

 

Music 

 

This term, we are drumming, singing, composing and performing songs.  

 

French 

 

The focus this term is to build solid foundations for language learning for the future.  Children 

will revise all the bases (colours, numbers, alphabet, class instruction…), and they will also 

learn about the country and cultural aspects of this subject. 
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PE 

 

Please can PE kit be brought in on a Monday and taken home on a Friday.  Please ensure that 

your child has the appropriate kit for each PE lesson.  They should wear navy or black shorts 

and a white t-shirt, and should have a change of shoes, either plimsolls or trainers and a 

pair of socks if they wear tights. They may also wear a tracksuit / jumper for outside activi-

ties. Please try to ensure that all clothing coming to school is labelled, as this helps 

us return lost items to their owner.  Please note the school policy of NO jewellery. 

 

Learning Logs 

Homework will be given half termly. Children will have a selection of activities to choose from. 

Children will choose 2 activities each half term to complete. Children will share their home-

work with the rest of the class. A certificate and feedback will be awarded to the child on com-

pletion of the homework task. 

 

Burwell (Year 4 children only)  

 

We are all getting excited about our trip to Burwell, just before half term. There will be a 

meeting for those attending on Wednesday 28th September in Mrs Murphy’s classroom. 

 

Parent Consultations 

Our first Parent Consultation evenings are on Tuesday 11th October and Thursday 13th, which 

will give us an opportunity to discuss how your child has settled into the new school year. An 

appointment request form letter will follow nearer the time.  

We hope this gives you some idea of our Autumn Term plans. If you have any      

queries or concerns about your child that you would like to discuss before Parents’ 

Evening, then please do not hesitate to make an appointment to speak to us. 

 

Year 3/Year 4 Team 

 

 

 




