
Maths  
Games 

 
"What books are to reading, play is to mathematics.  

And a home filled with blocks and puzzles and games and play, is a home where 

mathematical thinking can flourish."   

 

This is a quote from Dan Finkel, who is an American mathematician and educator. We are 
regularly asked about what parents can do to support their children with maths at home 

and our best recommendation is this. 

Games and puzzles are not only fun, but develop a huge range of mathematical knowledge 

and skills. There are lots of published games that can be bought for children of all ages, 

from those produced by Orchard Games, like Spotty Dogs and Bus Stop for our younger 
children,  Prime Climb for older children and Plyt and NumBugz which are both endorsed 

by National Numeracy and can be adapted for playing with children of all. Shut the Box is 

a favourite of many of our staff and there are lots of games that can be played with a 

simple pack of playing cards, such as Ten Go Fish. (Click here and here for ideas.) 
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Writing at Thorndown  

‘The Write Stuff’ is going really well at Thorndown. The children are using ‘sentence stacking’ to produce some incredi-

ble pieces of independent writing. Unfortunately, we have been unable to run an online session due to the Covid restirc-

tiions,. However, Mrs Browne has put together a video explaining the process. This can be accessed by clicking the link: 

https://youtu.be/vw-Ud10qbUU 

At Thorndown, we are working particularly hard to improve our handwriting. In Key Stage 2, we have been encouraging 

the children to achieve their pen licenses. The handwriting posters that we use in school can be accessed for parental 

use on our school website .  

 

Reading at Thorndown  

‘I Read, You Read, We Read’ in Early Years and Key Stage One  

In the Autumn term, we changed from book bands to phonetically decodable books in school. The phonetically decodable 

books, containing an ‘I Read’ mini bookmark, are carefully matched to a child’s developing phonics knowledge. Whilst we 

strongly believe in the benefits of phonetically de-

codable books, we also feel children should have ac-

cess to a rich variety of other books. Therefore, 

children also get to choose a ‘book for pleasure’ to 

take home to read with an adult. These contain a ‘We 

Read’ mini bookmark.  

Reading in Key Stage Two  

We are using P.I.C.K to help us select texts in Year 3 
to 6.  

 

BOUNCE FOR BOOKS! 
 

A few years ago, we held a 

very successful Maths Fun 

Run and the children are 

keen to do this again but 

with a twist – a bounce for 

books! With your help, we 

are hoping to buy some 

books to help us refresh the 

books we have in the Discov-

ery Suite. We will be holding 

this event on Friday 4th 

March 2022. The School 

Council have been working 

very hard to find out exactly 

what our children would like! 

Please look out for the let-

ter and sponsorship form!  

 

http://mathengaged.org/resources/card-games/
https://childhood101.com/math-cards-games/
https://youtu.be/vw-Ud10qbUU

