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Hello, Term Dates Diary Dates

Well, Christmas is certainly underway at Thorndown Primary
School!

We have had some fantastic performances from our Year 1
and 2 children this week. Thank you so much to all the
parents who came along and a special thank you to all the
adults in school who made this play possible. The children
worked so hard and performed brilliantly.

We also have some very festive things occurring next week
with the Reception Christmas performances and our
Christmas dinner day on 14th December. Children are also

able to wear a festive jumper on this day should they wish to.

We are also looking forward to the Pantomime coming to
school on the 15th December to give two performances to
allow the whole school to see the show.

Thank you to all the families who have donated resources for
our OPaL launch at lunchtimes which will be coming after the
holidays. We are very excited to continue developing our
provision at lunchtime.

I hope you all have a great week,

Mr Snape

Final day of Autumn term - 20th
December
4th/5th January 2024 - Training Days

8th January 2024 —First day of Spring
term

19th-23rd February - Half Term

11th/12th December - Reception
Performance

12th December - Year 6 Cooking
Workshop

14th December - Christmas Din-
ner and Christmas Jumper Day

28th March - Last day of Spring L Deuenleel - PRl

Term 19th December - Pre-School

Christmas Sing-a-long

Pre-School

This week the children have started
the celebrations for Christmas, they
have been busy practising for the
upcoming sing along and been very
creative making Christmas baubles at
the art table. Our lovely story of the
week is "It was the Night Before
Christmas". In the cube, is the Pre-
School elf who will be staying with us
all through December and hopefully
not causing to much mischief. The
children have loved seeing him.

Becky Smith

Ofnl

Are you having a pre-Christmas clear out?
Maybe you're sorting through those old toys
trying to clear some space? Have you got toys
that are gathering dust and no longer played
with?

If that sounds like you, then please let
Thorndown be your first thought! We are still
trying to build a bank of toys that can enhance
our play provision. Play makes up such a huge
portion of school life. All children have the right
to play and, as a school, we are striving to give
all children the best play opportunities that we
can. This is just the beginning!

Thank you so much to the families that have
already donated. We are still asking for further
donations of: trains and train tracks, small cars/
vehicles, dolls houses and other small world
toys, Duplo, Lego and anything else you can
think of! Please come and ask (or email) Miss
Sibanda if you have any questions about this.
She loves to talk anything 'PLAY'!




Writers of the Week

Congratulations to our winners Hugo and Laila for 24.11.23

The potential housecarl strode into the room nervously, but with delight he stated
his name and gracefully bowed before naming his talents. The impressed earl slowly
raised his hand. He signalled his future protective to start another wonderful speech.

The applicant got his words ready and started speaking clearly with passion and
pride.

The lords and ladies gazed at the future housecarl with amazement as he carried on
with his speech.

With confidence, he slowly came to the end of his speech. His last word echoing in
the ballroom. The earl thought his skills were impressive and smiled.

The lords and ladies looked shocked as if they’d never seen someone with so much
confidence and talent before.

They showed the applicant out and exclaimed that the answers would be told to-

morrow.

By Laila (Year 5)

Laila had previously written a speech in role as a housecarl, about why they should be a member of
Harold’s household. Using that piece of writing she has used indirect speech.
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As mentioned previously there are 33 languages spoken at Thorndown School!

EAL at Thorndown

We are continually developing our curriculum to ensure that we provide children
with opportunities to learn about lots of different places in our world. How good
is your child’s knowledge of countries and capitals cities? What about flags of
the world?

Your child might enjoy one of these quizzes:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/quizzes/top-class-flags-of-the-world-1
\https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/quizzes/top—class—ﬂags—of—the—world—l/

Y6 trip to Ivolution

Our year 6 children had the wonderful opportunity to go to
St Ivo Secondary school this week to watch a fantastic
show put on by pupils there - many of whom were
Thorndown alumni!

“ We all went to Ivolution and there were so many of us
we took up one thirds of the entire hall. The show had
dancing and there was people who did solos, flips and

loads of acrobatic moves. We really the fact we got to go

into the Ivo and see what it was like as we may be going
there next year. A big thank you to all the adults who took
us - it was a great experience!”

Bernie and Hannah from Toucans.
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What Parents & Carers|Needto]know|abo

walt Disney Company’s streaming 'I:B.hlll.‘;a.. Disray+ mmm the Hﬁuiani watian

7
uedi itsed with Pixar, Star and National Geasgraphic, phus the Marvel and Star Wars franchises. With access :
the latest releasas, Disnay classics and orlgingl series, there's plenty of content ta explore, While parents may

hawe noted that advarts hove now been Introduced on some versions of the service, the platform is -

|| \WHAT ARE
|| THE RISKS?

LESS SUITABLE
CONTENT

wihila Disnay+ |s predaminanly
Y . there are some
Frvavlas ard shows in fa library
wiich ore gimed ot an older
alsdiansal 1P Fay SL0re youngar
o or contain thamaes or language
that yaud rather your child waen't
axposed to. You could ovaold such
situgtions by snabling Junior Mode
[50 “Acljust contant settings’,
pelow) oo lﬂl\.‘ﬁh‘? a content age
rating kar your ehilds profil.

BINGE WATCHING ),

With tho option to view content on
any internsl=snobled device and a
growing catalogue of movies,
caricans and docmeniaries,
Dismnays On make Monoging Scheamn
time difficult. This could result in
chiadran binga wabching corent,
diskracting them from octivities like
hamawerk af secialisng. Tos much
soresn time hos also been shown to
gty impoast mead, deap
pattems and wesght.

PHISHING EMAILS

B s pisciolly cautious Il you reckive
arnalls or test messages purporting =
ba B froem Dieney'+, Thare have bean
numerous reports of cnline
Ecormemers impersonating Disneys
stall in an ottempt bo gain oocess to
subscribers” persanal information.
Disnay* sbotad it wil nevar armail ar
call customens osking for their
r#w:ﬂm-‘u.ll-- frivate
néormiotion or thedr pos sword.
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|  Advice for
* ADJUST CONTENT SETTINGS {78

Whan aetling up en aczount, thare's an option te creats prafiles in
whaot's called Junior Mode. This generally covers material thot's
suitable for children up 1o oge 6 and is therelore lairly imited. You

can glwe obder children a wider choloe of wiowing Ebﬂllulng o
and

standard profile, then going inte the setti sosing o content
rating from o of the pre—sat altemnatlve B+, 12+ ar

. LI & S — .
TURN OFF AUTO-PLAY
When a cartoon, show or maovie finishes, Disney+ uses algorithms to I'.
idantily santant with similss (e, which it hinks yaur child will atia | 1
anjoy. This suggestion will then avtormatically begin to Rl:ly by datault.
There's an apticn ta tum off thie oute=play functien in the pr asltings,
which will encourage your child to toke o brook from the scroen and move
on fo o differsnt activity.
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Meet Our Expert

natonlinesafety

Unsr o this g

£ /maticnaioniinesafety
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unsurprisingly far o Disney preduct - designed to be oppropriate for the whale family.
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ENCROACHING
ADVERTS

Disrwey & hos introduced a new
subscripticn pockoge — Diuney+
Stardard with Ads - which
compranals balan ravias and
during shawes (Jike mony TV
channale), Thare are ne advans in
Junikor Mode, but profiles with o
content rating of &+ years wil pes
ads appropriate for thot age
cotegory. Aduits wha give consent
will 58 parsoralised S Boied

om thedr location ond viewing history.
ACCESSING ADULTS' e
PROFILES 4% _]

Hadults darnt sl a PIN Tor thair
profile, children could oocess ik and
ancaunter content which ien't
appropriote. in the settings, Jun
Muade hoea b tithed Wid-Proof
Exlt wihich raelras tha usar 1o resd
four words (numbers, spelied out)
arvd arber tharn bo Switeh pralilas. Far
older childron who oan reod, though,
this ien’t ascuns encugh = s using a
PN for adult profiles is
mecammended

Parents & Carers |

TN ..

ADD PIN PROTECTION

Digray+ enables you ta effectively leck profiles bahind o

Ao FIML in particubar, some of tho shows on the orm's

Star content hub are for Mo siented to adulls {ih‘"ldll‘ﬁ aaywral
hard-hitting dromas from US notworks ), so protecting porents” or aldor
siblings” profiles with o PN will help to prevent youngers children stumbling
acroas matarial which lan't Intended for theen.

Te— —
ENJOY AS A FAMILY

When your child wotches o movie or show on Dismey+ for the first

Tarra, youl Ay want 1o &6t with thern to enduns it's duitable, Yau could
o the sama whan introducing them to older films that you hovent
saan for years! yaur perception of what's upwrluu has very probably
-urul'tqn-d,mnl some of the lenguoge and des bn movies from your
awn childhood may seem quite shocking taday.
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