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I can’t believe it is half term already! Where have 
seven and a half weeks gone? Everyone at 
Thorndown has worked very hard, as you 
discovered at our first online parent 
consultations last week, and everyone does need 
time to recharge and relax. 
We all hope you have a much needed half term 
break and we look forward to seeing you back on 
Monday 2nd November, ready for the journey to 
a new, different Christmas! Keep safe. 

Miss Godbold 
 

Lions Club International Book donation 
We were delighted on Monday 19th October to 
welcome Lions Club International to Thorndown, 
when they donated five super books by Ellie 
Jackson. 

 
The Wild Tribe Heroes books are a collection of 
engaging true stories about animals that find 
themselves in trouble when their lives are 
affected by plastic in the oceans or palm oil 
deforestation. 
Thank you to the Lions and Lionesses for their 
really lovely and thought provoking donation. I 
know they will be read and enjoyed all over the 
school, if I can prize them away from the Owl 
class! 

 
Phones and other devices 

Sorry to mention the “Ch” word so early into the 
term, but I am sure some of our older children 
are already asking for a phone, tablet or laptop 
for Christmas, or may even have one already. Can 
I please remind parents that most social 
networking sites such as WhatsApp, Facebook, 
TikTok, YouTube etc. have age restrictions of 13 
years old or, in some cases, 15. These restrictions 

have been put into place to ensure children are 
safe online and not able to talk to strangers, 
experience online bullying or read information 
unsuitable for their age group, such how to self-
harm. I sadly refer to the death of Molly Russell 
last year. 
A child’s phone, tablet or laptop, although a 
present to them, still belongs to you and you 
have the right, and the responsibility, to keep 
them safe and monitor their phone and internet 
use. 
Technology, such as a phone, can give children 
huge independence, but can also make them 
vulnerable to the outside world, even within the 
confines of their own home.  It is important to 
know what your child is watching and who they 
are talking to. 

 
Snapshots of Learning... 

Foundation Stage had their first hot dinner last 
Friday and they really enjoyed it, almost as much 
as visiting the large hall and meeting new adults 
in the kitchen! 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
FOTS – WE NEED YOU! 

For those families that are new to the school or 
haven’t yet heard about Friends of Thorndown 
School (FOTS) we would like to make you aware 
of the vital fundraising which our committee of 
parent volunteers does alongside the teaching 
team. 
Under normal circumstances, the FOTS team are 
busy putting on fundraising events for the school 
including discos, our summer fayre and Christmas 
craft fayres. These are always well attended and 
have recently raised enough money to fund the 
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trim trail in the back field, leavers’ hoodies and 
books for the school. 
 The aim is now to replace the equipment in the 
front playground that has seen better days! 
The virtual AGM was held recently when, for 
various reasons, the key members of the 
committee had to step down. Although the 
treasurer and buyer roles have both filled been 
filled, sadly FOTS cannot continue without the 
appointment of a new chairperson and secretary. 
If you are interested in either of these roles please 
do contact the FOTS team as soon as possible at 
fotssecretary@gmail.com. A further meeting 
(EGM) has been called at 7.30pm on 11th 
November in the hope that we can recruit 
volunteers for both of these roles and this 
essential fundraising can continue for the benefit 
of all the children at Thorndown. (Please email 
fotssecretary@gmail.com for an invite/link to the 
meeting). This is not only a great way of meeting 
the extended Thorndown ‘family’ but previous 
committee members will tell you about the 
amazing sense of achievement you feel 
personally by assisting to raise these additional 
funds! 
The FOTS committee needs to be supported by as 
many volunteers as possible so, even if you can’t 
volunteer for a specific role, please do get in 
touch to let us know that you can help and we will 
add you to our volunteer mailing list. 
As fundraising is currently mainly virtual, please 
do make sure you are all signed up to Amazon 
Smile and Easy Fundraising so that FOTS can raise 
money as you spend on day to day items – please 
see the details below and sign up to the FOTS 
Facebook page so that we can keep you updated. 

FOTS Committee 
 

Easy Fundraising with Amazon Smile 
How does AmazonSmile work? 
When first visiting smile.amazon.co.uk, 
customers are prompted to select a 
charitable organisation. Amazon will give 
0.5% of the net purchase price (excluding 
VAT and other shipping fees) of eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases to the charitable 
organisations selected by our customers.  

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1104661-0 

Please don’t forget that Friends of Thorndown 
School (FOTS) is registered with easyfundraising. 
So, although we’re unable to get together and 
hold fundraising events in person, we can 
continue to raise free funds, at no extra cost to 
you.  
When you shop via the easyfundraising website 
or app, with over 4,100 of your favourite retailers, 
including John Lewis & Partners, eBay, Amazon 
and many more, you will raise FREE donations for 
the school.   
If you’re not already registered, please visit our 
easyfundraising page here: 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/tho
rndownfriends/?utm_campaign=raise-
more&utm_content=s-e3 
This will really make a difference to our school! 
Thank you for your support. 
                                                                         FOTS 

Health and Safety Executive visit 
We had a visit last week from the Health and 
Safety Executive, as they ensure that all schools 
are keeping their staff and pupils safe.  
After a two hour visit they couldn’t find anything 
for us to improve and our good practice will feed 
into a national report. 

 
 

Snapshots of Learning... 

 
Year Three have been very busy planning their 
Autumn poems. They have been inspired by 
nature on our Autumn walk. The children used all 
of their senses to think of some fantastic 
vocabulary for their poems. As you can see they 
had a wonderful time!                         Mrs Murphy 
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New Reading Books 

 
This year, we have just purchased over £1000 
worth of reading books to replenish the KS1 and 
Foundation Stage book caterpillars. It doesn’t 
look much for the money, does it!  
We had no choice but to replace them as lots and 
lots of our reading books didn’t seem to return to 
school last year, for one reason or another. 
Please, please, please look after these books 
when you borrow them by using a book bag and 
reading them in a place that doesn’t get them 
dirty with food or wet in the bath! You will be 
surprised how some come back to school in such 
a well-read but sad way. We don’t have the 
money to keep replacing these books and so 
really need your help to love them and return 
them to school in good condition. 
If you still have reading books at home, especially 
pink ones, please return them using your child’s 
book bag or pop them into the office’s red post 
box. 
Thank you 

 
Road Safety 

In Year 3, we have been reading The Hodgeheg by 
Dick King Smith. It highlights the importance of 
road safety so we have been using the 
opportunity to learn The Green Cross Code and 
other road safety advice.  
After learning the five points of the code, we took 
our knowledge out onto Hill Rise and found the 
safe place to cross, which was the zebra crossing 
outside the school. 

 

With a learning partner, we stopped at the kerb 
and looked and listened all around. If traffic was 
coming, we let it pass. 

 
When it was safe, we walked straight across the 
zebra crossing, still looking and listening. We 
waved to thank all the drivers who had stopped 
to let us cross safely. They had seen us on the 
pavement in our fluorescent vests with reflective 
stripes, because we have also learnt to BE SAFE 
BY BEING SEEN! 

Mrs Bralee 

Our Pumpkin Patch 

 
I know many of you have been admiring the very 
healthy pumpkins on our allotment area. These 
have been snuffled into school to be made into 
lanterns or investigated in our Early Years’ tough 
trays. 
Thank you to our caretaker and his wife for 
watering them so well during the summer, when 
we did have some sun! 

 
Marvellous Maths Day 

 

 

 

 

On Monday 19th October, we celebrated our first 
Marvellous Maths Day of the new school year 
and children across the school, from Year 1 to 
Year 6, had great fun exploring the topic of 
measure.  
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Year 1 did some great investigating. It was a real 
puzzle to discover that large things aren’t always 
the heaviest!  

 

Year 2 did lots of exciting measuring and also 
made compared the mass of different animals. 
They even made their own Top Trump cards. 

 

Year 3 practised measuring objects in their 
classroom and also investigated the length of 
their shadows. They found the length of their 
shadows was affected by the position of the light 
source. 

In Year 4 we dived into multiple measurement 
investigations. During the afternoon, we 
measured our teachers and created a scaled 
down model of them! Some of us chose to draw 
whilst others created 3D versions. We had to 

make sure they we accurate so we measured 
them in centimetres and divided their 
measurement by 10! We made sure the height of 
our models/drawings was this exact 
measurement by using a ruler.                                                   

Mr Brook 

Year 5 focused on 
measuring perimeter. 
They had fun outside 
before applying what 
they’d learnt to finding 
the perimeter of some 
tricky shapes inside. 

 
Year 6 learnt about 
the Vitruvian Man 
and discovered 
some amazing facts 
about the 
proportions of the 
human body.  

“Marvellous Maths 
Day was really fun 
and I found out 

some things that I didn’t know. I really enjoyed 
measuring me and my friends” - Riley L 
 “I noticed that the length of your forearm is 
roughly the same size as our foot.”  - Isaac P 
The measurement from outstretched finger to 
outstretched finger is the same as your height!” 
Lilly F 

 


