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Number: 123 

    Here comes the sun! 
Now that it looks like we may see the sun a little 
more, I need to remind you to please ensure your 
child has a sun hat, is wearing sun cream and has a 
bottle of water with them at school. I fully 
appreciate that we do live in England, so you may 
also want to pack, or encourage your child to bring, 
a rain mac too!  
Some sunscreens contain natural oils, which may 
include peanut oil. Please check the contents of the 
sun cream you use to make sure nut oil one of the 
ingredients. Some of our children are so allergic to 
nuts that sitting next to a child with such a sun 
cream could cause hospitalisation. Thank you 

Our Garden update  
Our allotment is starting to produce the beginnings 
of its annual crops. Strawberries have been the first 
to be harvested and the children have been eating 
them at lunchtime as part of the fruit platter 
offered. Delicious! 
Thank you as always to our caretaker, Mr Barnard, 
and his wife for the work and watering you do over 
the weekends and evenings. 
We’ve been very busy in the garden. We were really 
fortunate to have some plants donated by Waitrose. 
The lovely lady called Emma then came to visit. She 
was excited to see the garden and she was put to 
good use, planting some seeds! The pond area is 
alive with insects, newts and flowers. It’s always 
exciting to spot a newt!  This year we have decided 
to plant a bee friendly bed. It’s so important to 
attract pollinators. This bed will develop over the 
coming years.  
At one end of bed three, the eagle-eyed ones 
amongst you may have spotted a sweet pea 
wigwam. Come and sit in the middle, very carefully, 
and be immersed in the beautiful scent of the 
flowers! We are growing lots of different vegetables 
from the large orange pumpkins to beetroot, lettuce 
and potatoes. There’s nothing better than to empty 
a potato bag into the wheelbarrow to then discover 
the jewels within.  We continue to welcome children 
from Yr3 to Yr6 to come and enjoy this beautiful 
space and learn a little about the fantastic world in 
which we live.                                                   Mrs Mills 
 

Athletics 
On Tuesday 7th June, 30 year 6s participated in an 
athletics event at the Outdoor Centre. There were 
four events and three Thorndown teams. Each team 
took part in all events: 600/400m track race, vortex 

throws, long jump and a 75m sprint race. It was SO 
fun; everyone enjoyed it and we would not hesitate 
to do it again. Thank you to our wonderful parent 
helpers who came to the event! Overall, Thorndown 
1st team came 3rd out of all of the teams. Also, Luke 
Wood was the fastest runner overall out of all the 
schools that competed – he was super fast! We are 
very  proud of our performance.  
                                        Matilda C, Felix M, Amelia AB 

 
 

More Staff News 
This summer we are saying goodbye to few 
teachers and Teaching Assistants. 
Miss Paterson in Year 6 is moving to Manchester 
and Mrs King is moving to Sutton Primary School. 
Miss Cook and Mrs Garrick are leaving their roles as 
TAs at Thorndown to train to be teachers of the 
future, joining our teacher training programme. We 
wish all of them lots of luck and love in their new 
adventures from September 
In July, we will be welcoming Miss Goulding and Mrs 
Dunsdon who are returning from maternity leave. 
It’ll be lovely to have them back. 
 

School Council Update 
School Council ‘grilled’ potential caterers last week! 
The group created some thought-provoking and 
challenging questions and really put the people 
they were interviewing under the spotlight. We are 
really proud of how mature they were and have had 
many comments about how they made their 
interviewees sweat! 
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School Council have also been involved in the very 
important job of interviewing our Headteacher 
candidates too this week.  

Open Classroom in Years 3 and 4  
Thank you to all the parents who came to our Open 
Classroom on Thursday 16th June; it was great to 
share our reading approach with you. It’s so lovely 
to have you all back in school and the children loved 
showing you how far they’ve progressed!                         
Mr Sweeney 

Foundation Stage’s First School Trip 

 
Foundation Stage had a fantastic time at Audley 
End Miniature Railway on their first ever school trip. 
They met a fairy and went on an exciting train ride, 
spotting many fairy and teddy bear houses.  
Everyone made their own magical wand and we 
learnt how to cast a spell.  After a delicious packed 
lunch, we all had fun playing in the park.  Since we 
have been back at school, we have been inspired to 
make fairy houses and write fairy stories. 
                                                                          Mrs Brace 
 

Year 2 visit a Gurdwara 
The Year 2 children had their very first school trip 
this term to a Gurdwara in Peterborough. The 
children were exceptionally well behaved and the 
teachers have received an email from the Gurdwara 
to say how impressed they were with their 
knowledge throughout the trip. They represented 
Thorndown so well and should be incredibly proud 
of themselves. 

 
We had a visit to a Gurdwara because we are 
learning about the religion Sikhism. 
After we left the school, we went on a huge black 
and white coach. I sat next to my friend and we 
played I Spy. Then we arrived at the Gurdwara 
which looked like a school. Before we entered the 
Gurdwara, we had to take our shoes off. 
After that, we went into the prayer room and paid 
respect and saw the Guru Granth Sahib. In the 
Langar, we did lots of sharing because it is 
important to Sikhs. Just before we left, we had 
lunch. 
I had such a fun time at the Gurdwara, I wish I could 
go there again some time. 
               By Alex in Bat Class 

 
Father’s Day Den Building 

On Friday 17th June, Foundation Stage had a 
fantastic afternoon for the Father’s Day Den 
Building.  The children were joined by their special 
adult, who worked in teams together to create dens.  
Once the dens were complete, everyone enjoyed a 
drink, biscuit and a story inside their den.  It was a 
great afternoon, that the children will always 
remember.  Thank you to everyone who came.              
Mrs Brace 
 

 
 

Safe Place 
If you are experiencing domestic abuse, you can 
seek support by ringing the national domestic 
abuse helpline on 0808 2000 247 or, if an 
emergency, please dial 999. 
Our school is a safe place and so, if you feel unsafe 
and it would help, please come in and speak to us, 
and stay as long as you need to. 
 
 
 
 


