
Diary Dates
29th January - Y5 visited by

Cambridge Astronomy Institute
30th January - Young Voices
31st January - Year 6 English

Challenge
5th-9th February - Children’s

Mental Health Week
6th February - Safer Internet

Day

Arbor
Don’t forget, if you are having any trouble
with the Arbor app we are continuing to
run our ‘Arbor Help Clinics’ at 2:45pm on
Mondays in the meeting room opposite

the main office.

Here we will be able to walk through any
issues with you and support on the app

itself.

Term Dates
19th-23rd February  - Half Term

holidays
28th March - Last day of Spring

Term
29th March - 14th April - Easter

Holidays
15th April - First day of Summer

Term
24th May - Training Day

27th May - 31st May - Half Term

19th July - Last Day of Term

22nd July - Training Day

Hello,

What a wonderful start to this school term
we have had. There has been bikeability,
sports events, great work and wonderful
playtimes had - read more below how these
all fit into our school principles.

As the weather turns colder (and wetter!)
please make sure your children have a coat
and warm clothing for playtimes. It has been
lovely to see younger and older children
playing together with out new look
lunchtimes this week - there is more to
come!

Take Care,

Mr Snape

Thorndown Primary School 
Newsletter



Achievement
Year 1

In Year 1 they have been exploring their
topic of Wings, Fins, Feathers and Tails

which is linked to their science topic this
half term. As part of this in art they have

been creating their own animal print
patterns in art which are fantastic. Please

see some examples of this below - well
done year 1!

Bikeability
This week the year 6 students participated in a course teaching them the rules of safely cycling on the
road. On the first day of bikeability Year 6 reviewed what they had learned in unit one, which they had

been taught in year 4. It was very cold so people needed to wear a lot of layers!
On Tuesday we cycled on the road for the first time; we learned how to do a u-turn on the road. The
next day we learned who goes first on major and minor road and we cycled in a formation called the

snake where the instructors were at the front and back the pupils were in between. On the last day we
learned how to turn out of a major road and signal to anyone behind us. We were encouraged to be

independent with this course but we always had a choice. At the end we were tested on how well we
knew our road signs.

By Maggie and Grace

EAL at Thorndown
At Thorndown Primary School teachers are

committed to adapting and tailoring learning to
meet the needs of all pupils. When pupils are
new to speaking English, or speak English in
addition to their home language there is an

increased importance for teaching topic specific
vocabulary. 

A way that parents can help support this is to
revisit and recap important topic words. If you

would like to know topic specific words your child
is working on, in order to support your child at

home please consult the newsletter sent out by
your child’s key stage Team Leader at the start of

each half term or talk to your child’s class
teacher. 

Regularly revisiting a set of subject specific topic
words can improve your child’s understanding
and enable them to feel more confident about

new, unfamiliar words. 

Attendance
This weeks attendance winners were Panda class with

100% attendance and our whole school attendance
figure was 95.9% which is above the national average

of 94.4%. Well done Panda Class and Thorndown!



Well-Being

Children’s Mental Health Week and Safer Internet
Day

On February 5th-9th we will be celebrating Children’s Mental Health week.
Alongside assemblies your children will also be doing work within their PSHE

lessons about how they can support their own mental health and the things that
help this. We will also be incorporating Safer Internet Day into this week, working
with the children in their computing lessons on how to stay safe online to ensure

being online can be a positive experience.

Week 1 complete! Play and fun are thriving at lunch times thanks to the introduction of our small
world areas. Not only have children had more "stuff" to do at lunchtimes, they have been allowed
to access more of the grounds, more of the equipment and mix with children right through from

Year 1 to Year 6. 
It has been wonderful to see the children's imaginations and creativity flow during their play. See

for yourselves some of the new lunch provision we have in place! I can't wait to see where this
OPaL journey will take us next. 



Opportunity

Our football team took part in an A team football
tournament yesterday.

Firstly, we played Brampton, the home team, who
had kick-off and most of the possession. Soon after
that, they were through on goal as the ball trickled
into the net. Once they had scored, we tried hard

but they scored more and we lost 5-0.
After a break, we were due to play Warboys. As we
kicked off, the first 5 minutes were equal, back and

forth. They managed to score a lucky goal and a
few more before the final whistle blew.

Wanted to score a goal, we kicked off our final
match with confidence. After a long ball up field
our winger tapped it in and we ended up winning

4-2. 
A big thanks to Mr Smith and Mr King for helping us

on this trip.
By the Y6 football team.

Seamstress Visit

Panathlon

Y6 Football

On Tuesday 16th January, I went with a dozen other
children from my school to the Panathlon at the One

Leisure in St Ives.
There were some other schools there and we did various
sporting activities including skittles, curling and throwing

bean bags.
My favourite was the curling, you push a disc on wheels

along the floor and it has to land on a mat with the
highest number.  If it’s not on the mat you get zero points.
It was a great day, everybody got a medal. The walk back

was tiring after all that sport! 
Written by Malcolm – Panther Class.

Year Two were delighted to be joined by Mrs Laurence
who came to visit them to talk about her career as a

seamstress. In Design and Technology this half term the
Year Two children will be designing and making

bunting for our school summer fayre. 
The children enjoyed the opportunity to learn about
who inspired Mrs Laurence to follow this career path
and the skills this occupation requires. Mrs Laurence

talked passionately about how her love of sewing
began in school. We are very grateful to Mrs Laurence
for coming in to talk to the children. If you would like to
come into school to talk about your career, please talk
to your child's class teacher or their Key Stage Team

Leader or fill out this questionnaire. . 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=53SmU5EWOk26njcxYQPiZRr3eL4gD2dOqA1iOBnE69RURERWQktNQ0hHWElHWDI0S1EyWjE1SlZDUC4u

