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Happy Christmas
We have come to the end of a very, very hard
working term and the pupils throughout the
school have achieved so much in their learning.
Everyone should be proud of the work they have
done. Well done.
I’d like to wish all my families a very happy
Christmas and I look forward to seeing you all in
the New Year on Tuesday 7th January 2020.
Miss Godbold
Visit to the Life bus 2019

The hall was packed with children and adults
making crafts with much glue, coloured paper
and red noses!
Thank you to everyone who came and for the
parent and Year 6 volunteers, whose support
made this happen. We continue to save up for
some new climbing equipment for the children
on the main playground nearest the car park, as
this urgently needs replacing.
Our Mini Moo

On Wednesday 20th until Friday 22nd November
we were fortunate enough to receive a visit from
the Life Education Centre. This visit was kindly
funded again by The Rotary Club of St. Ives. Due
to the fact that we were able to have a three
day visit, all of Years Two, Four and Six were
able to visit the centre. Year Two learnt about
how to stay safe around medicine, Year Four
discovered how our bodies work and Year Six
looked at how to stay safe. MK felt that, “It was
a really good experience talking things through. I
felt safe and comfortable to ask about things
that I didn’t understand.” LH added, “I think that
the Life Bus was great because I learnt new
things about how the body works.” The visit was
a great success because it was both educational
and enjoyable for everybody who was involved.
Mrs Murphy PHSE Lead

After families submitted names at Parents’
Evenings and classes then picked their favourite,
our Mini Moo now has a name. She is called
Captain Moovel! She will be painted and made
ready for the Cows in Cambridge launch event
during the first half term after Christmas. More
information to follow.
Staff News.
Mrs Thompson and Mrs Dabbs will be leaving us
at Christmas. Thank you to them both for all the
hard work and dedication they have given to
pupils and staff at Thorndown during their time
here.
Mrs Dunsdon is returning from her maternity
leave into Year 1 in January. She will be
returning as Bats’ class teacher and as Key Stage
One Team Leader.

FOTS Christmas Craft Fair
FOTS held their successful annual Christmas
craft making event on Friday 30th November.
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The Junior Travel Ambassadors Competition

Year 1 Christmas Production
The Year 1 chidren started our week of
productions with a wonderful performance of
‘The Donkey Seller’ on Wednesday 4th
December.

As we settle into the dark nights of winter, the
Junior Travel Ambassadors (JTA) presented an
assembly on how to be seen and keep safe while
walking to and fro school on dreary days.
They organised a competition to design a
poster, which taught everyone how to be visible
and safe.
The winners then had their posters displayed in
assembly and were presented with their prizes.
The best posters were bright and packed full of
information. Well done to everyone who
entered!
Your positive feedback was wonderful to receive
and you could really feel their enthusiasm and
enjoyment on the stage.

Lateness
Towards the end of this term the number of
children being late into school has dramatically
increased. Can I please remind all parents that:
 School starts promptly at 9.00 am with
the doors open at 8.45am (KS2) and
8.50am (KS1)
 Pupils need to be settled in their
classrooms before 9.00am.
 Any pupils who arrive after 9.00am
should come into school via the main
entrance. This is recorded as lateness
by the office staff.
 The registers formally close at 9.05am
and any pupils who arrive after this
time must be recorded as late.
As a school, we are aware of the pressures of
family life first thing in the morning, and the
difficulty in parking. However, being late for
school ultimately impacts upon your child’s
learning and enjoyment at school. If your child is
late more than three times in a half term, we do
write to parents under the guidance of the
Education Welfare Officer.

Well done Year 1 for such a brilliant
performance and well done to all the staff who
made the performances happen.
Year 2 Production 2019
On Thursday 5th December, our Year 2s
performed ‘Ralph the Reindeer’ to a very busy
hall. The songs were very catchy, there were
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ones on Monday 9th and Tuesday 10th
December.

many jokes (if a little corny, but Christmas
perfect) and the acting was great.

You could feel the love and pride in the room as
the pupils spoke their lines clearly and sang their
songs with great enthusiasm.

Well done to all the pupils and teachers involved
in this fantastic performance.

Well done to all the pupils and staff involved in
this year’s very successful shows.
Year 6 English Challenge Final

On the 4th December, we went to Ely Cathedral
for the 2019 English Challenge - final! It
consisted of 3 rounds: the Relay Round, the
Team Round and the Cathedral Round. The
Relay Round was a tricky round and we had to
collect eight sheets, one at a time, and answer
SPAG questions. The one where we had to move
around was the Cathedral Round, and we had to
have a go at answering questions about the
Cathedral. Our last round (the Team Round) had
questions about Christmas lyrics from Christmas
songs, books - including comic books - and
authors. Unfortunately, we didn’t place but we
still had a great time and it was Thorndown’s
first time at getting through to the final!
Written by Martha B.

Foundation Stage Christmas Production

We finished off our two week Christmas
Production festival with the Foundation Stage
performing ‘The Wriggly Nativity’ to their loved
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Thank you to our lovely chef and catering staff
for a delicious lunch, who cooked and served
over 500 meals!
Drumming and Choir Assembly

Year 6 Athletics Competition
Last Friday, we went to Burgess Hall and entered
an athletics competition involving four teams.
There were Westfield Team 1 and 2, Houghton
and of course Thorndown. We took part in
running, jumping, obstacle courses, relay races
and speed bounces, which were all super fun! All
our activities were led by the St Ivo Sports
Leaders who were really friendly and helpful. We
loved our day and worked so hard as a team to
score as many points as we could. At the end of
the morning, we gathered around to hear about
how we had done. The results were in and we
found out that…. WE WON! We are so happy we
have scored 8 points towards the yearly
competition and we are one step closer to
winning the trophy.
By Connie and Chelsey, Year 6

On Wednesday 12th December, the talented Mrs
Peach and her wonderful Choir and Drummers
performed songs in assembly.

Christmas Dinner 2019
On Thursday 12th December, we combined our
Christmas Jumper Day with our Christmas
Dinner day. The funds raised from the Christmas
Jumper Day were for Stand up to Cancer, which
is, affecting members of our school community
every day.

There was much toe tapping and the children
were singing the catchy Christmas tunes
throughout the day. It set us up nicely for the
Christmas Dinner to come later.
Thank you to all who performed and to Mrs
Peach for a wonderful show of sessional talent.
EYFS Extravaganza
On Thursday 12th December, Pre-school and
Reception combined to run their annual
Christmas Extravaganza. Children had the
chance to meet Father Christmas, play different
games and enjoy many other festive activities.

The dinner is a great chance for staff, governors
and pupils to eat together and look forward to
the Christmas festivities to come.

Thank you to all who came, took part and gave
up their time. The Early Years’ team raised over
£700, which will be put towards buying much
needed resources.
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