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★Maths at Thorndown

★Welcome to Numbots!

★ How does it work?

★What can teachers do?

★ How can parents can support?

★ Let’s have a go!

Agenda



Teaching for Mastery at Thorndown

• Deep conceptual understanding

• A love of maths and can-do attitude

• Number sense and fluency



NumBots – What is it?

★ NumBots is a highly engaging platform for supporting children 
when learning to add and subtract. 

★ NumBots is all about every child achieving the “triple win” of 
understanding, recall and fluency in mental addition and 
subtraction, so that they move from counting to calculating.



How the game works



1. Story Mode for understanding

2. Challenge Mode for recall 



How the game works

It’s essential 
that children 

don’t feel 
pressured to 

answer quickly.





A part add a part is 
equal to the whole.

The whole is equal to a 
part add a part.

Key Representations



Key Representations



How the game works

We use this mode with 
caution, as we don’t want 
to create maths anxiety.







How the game works



How can parents support?

• We recommend that children play for 5 - 10 minutes a day, 4 or 5 
days a week. Little and often is best!

• Some children may need help at times; there is an info slide before 
each level begins to help!

• Making mistakes is a good thing! We love growth mindset at 
Thorndown! Praise effort and perseverance. 

• Becoming stuck on a level? Go back to earlier ones and try and 
complete them with 3 stars.

• If children are still finding it difficult to complete levels with 2 stars, 
speak to your teacher! They can change the story settings or help with 
strategies.



What can the teacher do?

They can set the story difficulty – giving more time per 
question.

They can set topics on and off. This may help if your 
child is a little overwhelmed! 



Let’s Play!

★Let’s have a look at how NumBots looks. If you 
have a device, feel free to join in. If not, watch my 
screen.



Helping you and 

Rusty to shine 

like a diamond!


