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THE IMPORTANCE OF RELIGION and WORLDVIEWS IN THE 

CURRICULUM 

 

Religion and Worldviews (R & W) provokes challenging questions about the 

meaning and purpose of life, beliefs about God, issues of right and wrong and 

what it means to be human. 

 

R & W at Thorndown Primary School develops children’s knowledge and 

understanding of religious beliefs of Christianity and the other principal 

religions including Islam, Sikhism, Hinduism, Judaism and Buddhism. 

 

Consideration is also given to other non-religious perspectives such as Humanism. 

 

R & W offers children opportunities for personal reflection and spiritual 

development.  It considers the influence of religion on individuals, families, 

communities and cultures.  

 

 

VALUES AND AIMS 

 

We believe at Thorndown that R & W both supports and strengthens what we 

aim to do in every aspect of school life.  Our caring ethos and the value which we 

place on the development of the whole child; spiritually, morally, socially, 

culturally and intellectually is reflected in the R & W curriculum. 

 

Specifically, R & W at our school aims to enable pupils of whatever ability and 

level of development to: 

 

1. develop religious literacy; religious literacy is the knowledge of, and 

ability to understand, religion, beliefs, practices, spiritual insights and 

secular world views.  

 

2. acquire and develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and the 

other principal world faiths practised in United Kingdom.  These include 

Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism and Sikhism, each of which is 

represented in Cambridgeshire; 

 

3. develop an understanding of the influence of beliefs, values and 

traditions on individuals, communities, societies and cultures, including 

the local community; 

 

4. develop attitudes of respect towards other people who hold views and 

beliefs different from their own; 

 

5. develop the ability to make reasoned and informed judgements about  
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religious and moral issues with reference to the teachings of the 

principal religions and world views represented locally and in the United 

Kingdom. 

 

Religions deal with some of the most profound and difficult questions in human 

life, questions such as: 

 

• What is the purpose of life? 

• How should people treat each other? 

• How do we explain and cope with death and suffering? 

 

Religions approach these issues in complex ways, in ways of life, culture and 

action, as well as ritual, tradition, story, symbol and belief. Religion and 

Worldviews must take account of this depth and complexity, helping pupils to 

gain an understanding appropriate to their age and aptitude. 

 

To do this R & W needs: 

• to develop pupils' skills; 

• to enable them to ask questions; 

• to discover information, to approach new material with empathy; and 

• to reflect on their learning. 

 

Pupils should not only acquire knowledge but also be able to use their knowledge 

to understand their world, build community, and develop their personal position. 

 

Throughout the R & W curriculum pupils should be encouraged to explore 

religions, engage with their knowledge, and reflect on their learning and their 

lives. 

 

 

 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Within R & W at Thorndown school we  

• Offer equal opportunities regardless of race, culture, gender, academic 

ability, physical ability or class. 

• Provide an environment free from social, sexual or cultural prejudice for 

all members of our school community.  

• Achieve an environment in which members of the school community can be 

respected as individuals and celebrate their diversity.  

• We value all cultures and the varied experiences of the community which 

can enrich the life of our school.  
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LEARNING 

 

Religion and Worldview provokes challenging questions about the ultimate 

meaning and purpose of life, beliefs about God, the self and the nature of 

reality, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human.  It challenges 

pupils to reflect on, consider, analyse, interpret and evaluate issues of truth, 

belief, faith and ethics and to communicate their responses.   

 

Religion and Worldview should encourage all participants to reflect on their own 

beliefs and values and to acknowledge that others hold beliefs different from 

their own ensuring tolerance. 

 

Religion and Worldviews has progression targets in the teaching of religion: 

 

• Knowledge and understanding of religion and worldviews (PT1)  

• Responding to religion and worldviews (PT2) 

 

These two strands with their associated statements set out the broad 

objectives in terms of knowledge, understanding and skills for the R & W 

curriculum. R & W is at its most effective when these they are closely related in 

the learning experience. They are of equal importance. 

 

Knowledge and understanding of religion and worldviews (PT1) 

Enquiring into, investigating and understanding religions and beliefs. This 

includes thinking about and interpreting religious beliefs, teachings, 

sources, practices, ways of life, and ways of expressing meaning with 

reference to the specific beliefs and religions studied. 

 

Responding to religion and worldviews (PT2) 

Questioning, exploring, reflecting upon and interpreting human 

experience in the light of religions and beliefs studied. This includes 

communicating reflections, responses and evaluations about questions of 

identity, belonging, diversity, meaning, purpose, truth, 

 

 

KEY SKILLS 

 

R & W is more than just developing children’s knowledge and understanding. It 

seeks to develop children’s skills in investigation/enquiry, communication, 

interpretation, analysis and evaluation. These are important skills for children to 

develop. We promote enquiry-based learning in R & W which supports good 

knowledge and understanding of religions and encourages active participation in 

exploration, reflection and expression.  
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• Engage (identify questions and what facts one wants to find 

out) 

• Enquiry/investigation (finding out what people believe, how 

their beliefs affect the way they live and the different ways 

people express their beliefs).  

• Explore and explain (sharing their ideas and those within 

religions and beliefs in a lively, informed way including different 

styles of writing, oral contributions and the use if ICT).  

• Express (reflections and own reactions to people, sources of 

beliefs, talking about religious symbols, stories and sacred 

texts). 

• Evaluation and analysis (what has been learnt and what 

questions does this raise, developing their own views and ideas, 

recognising the views of others).  

 

 

TEACHING 

 

Teaching the programmes of study should contribute to pupils' knowledge and 

understanding and provide opportunities for reflection on six key areas: 

 

▪ Beliefs and teachings - e.g. stories, religious leaders, books, 

God/gods, self-sacrifice, truth, life after death; 

 

▪ Religious practices and lifestyles - e.g. people, festivals, pilgrimages, 

places, events, artefacts, lifestyle choices, actions, effects on 

individuals; 

 

▪ Ways of expressing meaning - e.g. sacred texts, art, music, 

literature, symbolism, poetry, dance, drama, prayer, forms of religious 

and spiritual expression, silence/stillness; 

 

▪ Human identity, personality and experience - e.g. belonging, 

preferences, relationships within family and community, influences on 

own lives, inspirational people; 

 

▪ Questions of meaning and purpose - e.g. amazement, sadness, 

disappointment, joy, awe, in connection with the natural world and 

life's journey, making sense, ultimate questions of life raised by life 

experiences; 

 

▪ Values and commitments - e.g. values, ethics, principles, rules, 

morality. 
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R & W teaching specifically draws on the following: 

 

1. Visits and visitors; enabling children to see at first hand religious people,  

objects, symbols, places, events, stories and explore with people who 

have faith. 

 

2. Role play; encouraging children to learn through familiar or unfamiliar 

settings and ask questions from their own encounters. 

 

3. Artefacts; being able to explore items which are precious and/or used in  

religious worship, encouraging respect and questioning whilst deepening 

knowledge. 

 

4. Parents; by valuing the family backgrounds of the children and making 

them part of the school community. 

 

5. Internet; providing suitable web sites and video links to enhance the 

understanding of an area. 

 

The teaching of R & W will involve some direct teaching and whole class, group, 

paired or individual activities.  A range of teaching styles will be used including 

enquiry, exploration, discussion, asking and answering questions, artefacts, visits 

and faith visitors, pupils are actively engaged in learning. 

 

 

PLANNING 

 

In order to ensure that aims are met and there is coverage throughout the 

school, Thorndown follows the content and concepts outlined in the 

Cambridgeshire Agreed Syllabus 2023 supported using the Opening Worlds 

Curriculum. Opening Worlds is being introduced progressively within KS2. The 

Cambridgeshire syllabus and Opening Worlds Curriculum provides the content 

for us to plan units to ensure that pupils learn about and from the six principal 

religions through their primary education. 

 

The planned units reflect three types of knowledge. 

 

substantive 

knowledge 

 

knowledge about religious and non-religious traditions 

• core concepts 

• truth claims 

• teachings and practices 

• behaviour and responses of adherents 

wider concepts such as spirituality and secularity 

how worldviews work in human life 
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ways of knowing pupils learn ‘how to know’ about religion and non-religion, 

incorporating methods from academic disciplines 

personal 

knowledge 

pupils build an awareness of their own presuppositions and 

values 

• the religious and non-religious traditions studied 

• the lived experience of adherents 

The study of the relationship between religion and 

worldviews is thus a core element of the substantive 

content of the subject 

 

 

We use a combination of teaching R & W through, R & W days or weeks and as a 

separate subject, depending on the material which to be covered.  

 

Our long-term plan provides an overview of when a unit is to be taught. The 

overview also ensures that the teaching of R & W at Thorndown Primary School 

is covering the Cambridgeshire Agreed Syllabus 2023 

 

 

CROSS CURRICULAR ISSUES 

 

R & W teaching and learning will be the means to many wider cross-curricular 

themes and dimensions.  

 

There are clearly very special opportunities to explore multicultural and equal 

opportunities issues and for consideration of the environment.  Moral questions 

will be raised and pupils will develop a sense of citizenship through many aspects 

of the explicit R & W curriculum.  Links will be made with people and 

communities within the locality. 

 

Children’s skills orally and in literacy will be enhanced. Problem-solving, decision-

making and interpersonal skills will also be developed. 

 

 

EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE 

 

The Early Years Foundation Stage follow the mandatory framework which 

involve activities and experiences for children to learn about and explore 

religion.  

 

 

ASSESSMENT, RECORDING AND REPORTING  

 

Summative assessment for use by the teacher is achieved through activities 

such as: discussion with pupils, group activities, marking and guiding work, 
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observing, displaying work, asking and answering questions. Teachers are 

continually finding out about their pupils’ achievements. Class teachers will 

include achievements within each child’s annual report. 

 

 

TIME ALLOCATION 

 

In line with the requirements of the Cambridgeshire Agreed Syllabus of 

Religious Education 202 we plan for R & W to be delivered to pupils at Key Stage 

One for 36 hours each year and 45 hours each year at Key Stage 2.  Time 

allocation does include visits and R & W curriculum days but not school 

productions related to festivals or collective worship time.  

 

 

RIGHT OF WITHDRAWAL 

 

We firmly believe that R & W is an important subject in children’s learning. We 

fully recognise the legal right of parents to withdraw their children from all or 

any part of R & W on the grounds of conscience.  We do ask parents to discuss 

with the Headteacher if they have any concerns about R & W provision and 

practice at Thorndown Primary School. 

Teachers may withdraw from the teaching of R & W unless they have been 

specifically employed to teach or lead and manage R & W. An application to 

withdraw must be given in writing to the Headteacher and Chair of Governors. 

Children must not miss out on R & W teaching because a teacher has withdrawn 

from teaching R & W.  

 

LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT  

 

The R & W subject leader manages this area of the curriculum in line with our 

job description for subject leaders. 

 

 

This policy is to be reviewed before the end of 2028 to ensure it still 

represents the values and practice of the school. 


