“Reading is more fun when you know how.”



What is synthetic phonics?

It is a technical name and nothing to do with being artificial. The synthetic part refers to synthesizing or
blending sounds to make a word. Phonics is a method of teaching children how spoken words are com-
posed of sounds called phonemes and how the letters in words correspond to those phonemes.

The process of reading involves decoding or ‘breaking’ words into separate phonemes, so that meaning
can be gained. On the other hand, the process of spelling requires the writer to identify all the pho-
nemes in a word and then use their knowledge of the phonemic code to write or ‘make’ the word.

English is essentially a code that can be encoded (written) and decoded (read). We need to teach chil-
dren this code with as much emphasis as possible on the rules and regularities of the written language.
Written English is recognised as being a complex language. We have 26 letters but 44 phonemes in the

spoken language. There are a huge number of letter combinations needed to make these 44 phonemes

M/NTHETIC PHONT(N

(a phoneme is the technical name for the smallest unit of sound).
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Technical Vocabulary
What is a phoneme?

It is the smallest unit of sound and a piece of terminology that children like to use and should be taught.

What is a digraph?

This is when two or more letters come together to make a phoneme e.g. /oa/ makes.thessound in boat.

What is blending?

Blending is the process that is involved in bringing the sounds together to make a word or a

is how /c/a/t/ becomes cat.




PHONT(N IN PHANEN

Phase 1

Phase 1 concentrates on developing children's speaking and listening skills and lays the foundations for
the phonic work which starts in Phase 2. The emphasis during Phase 1is to get children attuned to the
sounds around them and ready to begin developing oral blending and segmenting skills.

Phase 2

In Phase 2, letters and their sounds are introduced one at a time. At Thorndown we teach two sounds
per week; one day is for reading the sound and the second day is writing the sound. It's taught in a
clear progressive sequence. The children will begin to learn to blend and segment to begin reading and
spelling. This will begin with simple words. Alongside this, children are introduced to common exception
words. Some of these words are irregular words where phonics cannot be applied to the reading and
spelling of these words.

Phase 3

By the time they reach Phase 3, children will already be able to blend and segment words containing the
19 letters taught in Phase 2. Over the thirteen weeks twenty-six new graphemes are introduced (one at
a time). We follow the same pattern in Phase 2, where the children will learn how to read and write the
sound over two days.

Phase 4

By Phase 4 children will be able to represent each of the phonemes with a grapheme. They will blend
phonemes to read CVC words and segment CVC words for spelling. They will also be able to read two
syllable words that are simple. They will be able to read all the tricky words learnt so far and will be able
to spell some of them. This phase consolidates all the children have learnt in the previous phases. By this
point children would be expected to be reading CVC words at speed along with the common exception
words from the previous phases. It is important that children are taught that blending is only used when
a word is unfamiliar.

Phase 5

Children will be taught new graphemes and alternative pronunciations for these graphemes and
graphemes they already know. They will begin to learn to choose the appropriate grapheme when
spelling. The children will be automatically decoding a large number of words for reading by this point.
By this stage children should be reading words fluently and no longer be blending and segmenting
familiar words. The real focus throughout is to not only learn the new graphemes for reading but also to
learn to read words with alternative pronunciations. Children also will need to learn alternative spellings
for each phoneme.




Collection of Sounds

Can you find an empty box, maybe from your
recycling collection, or a basket and make your own
collection of sounds? Fill with items that begin with
the sounds or contain digraphs that you have been
learning.

Sound Jump
Call out a sound and your child jumps quickly onto
the correct flashcard.

Reading with your child for a short period of
time each day can have a positive impact on
your child’s progress. To encourage and increase
your child's interest in reading, establish a
reading routine with them everyday.

Make it a special time, remove any distractions,
offer lots of praise and encouragement.

Initially, reading with your child is about reading
to them. Share books with your children at
bedtime. You can borrow books from the
school's outdoor library or the public library in
St. Ives.

Encourage your child to segment (break up)
words into their sound parts and blend them
(push them back together) to read the whole
word.

Show your child how to find information in a
book rather than quickly finding it for them.

Books are changed at school on Mondays and
Thursdays only. Encourage your child to read
their school reading book three times.

Reading the story together and decode those
words on the page. Explore the word choices.

Work together to read each sentence fluently.

Ask your child questionssabout the text.



