Hello,

[t has been another fantastic week here
at Thorndown.

We have been delighted to welcome the
youngest members of our school this
week into Reception and Pre-School.

We have been so impressed with how
well they have all settled into their new
surroundings.

We have also had changeable weather
this week. Please ensure your child has a
coat in school every day and keep a
look out for more intormation about
wellies!

Have a good weekend,

Mr Snape

AHtendance

Our whole school attendance
for this year is 96% which is
above the national average

of 95.4%.

ATTENDANCE
=

This week, the classes winning
our attendance trophy for

best attendance were Lemur
with 99.1%

School Dates [

s & 8

16" September - Bat Class Town Trail Trip
19™ September - Puffin Class Town Trail Trip
23rd September - Turtle Class Town Trail Trip

23 September - Connecting Together Coffee
Morning
26™ September - Welcome Disco
30™ September - Y1 Reading Cafe
30™ September - Book Shop
34 October - National Poetry Day
6™ October - Harvest Festival Assembly
7th October - Meerkat trip to Meadow Lodge
10" October - Ringtailed Lemur trip to Meadow
Lodge
16th October - Reception Phonics Cafe

Notices

If your child wears earrings for school, please
can we kindly ask that they are simple stud
earrings. We have seen a noticeable increase in
children wearing novelty earrings including
hoops. Thank you for your support.

Please can we also remind you that children

should not be playing on the play equipment

before or after school hours. We would like to

thank you for your continued support with this
going forward.



Achievement

Oracy Assembly

This week, on September 9th it was ‘Emergency Services Day’ (also known as 999 day). It is a
national day which honours the work of the NHS and the emergency services.

We spent the assembly discussing the role of the emergency services, how they help us and
how we get their help.

Share with your adult what you shared in your trios in our assembly!

Writers of the Week

Welcome to Writer's of the Week!
For our new families at Thorndown, each week during Celebration Assembly children from each class are
awarded for being ‘A Thorndown Super Writer'. Their work is displayed in the hall and they receive a
certificate. An overall winner is selected for EYFS & KS1 and KS2, these children receive a trophy for ‘Super

Writer’ and they can keep this for the week and be proud!
This week's winners:

Camel - Willow
Kangaroo - Emil
Owl - Felix
Bat - Lily
Turtle - Tommy
Puffin - Isabella
Meerkat - Priya
Lemur - Darcey
Giraffe - James
Chameleon - George
Penguin - Rebecca P-M
Lion - Sophia
Toucan - Kitty
Panther - Edith
Jaguar - Dolly




What Parents & Carers Need to Know about

AGE-INAPPR"PRIATE CONTENT

“Inappropriate” meansz different things to differant people. What's acceptable for one age group, for example, may be
unsuitable for a slightly younger audience. Online, young people can chance upen inappropriate content in varisus
ways = fram pop=up ads to TikTok videos. The incrq}usingly young age at which children become active in the digllul

world heightens the risk of them innocently running into somathing that they find upsetting or frightaning. Trusted
adults need to be able to help children be aware of what te do if they're exposad to age-inoppropriate content.

SOCIAL MEDIA

Age—inappropriate content is

aasily oceessible through many

social media platforms. TikTok,

for instance, is hugely popular

with yaung foople Bt I8 arguably best
known for clips featuring sexualised
uun:in? or profanity. Some social media
users also exprass hate speech or
promote eating disorders ond self-harm,
which could cause kasting damage tea
ehikd’'s amational and mental health,

GAMING

Gaming is an enjoyable source of
entertainment, but many popular titles
can expose children to inappropriate
matarial such as vicklence, horror,
gumbllng or sexually explicit content.

laying games unsuitable for their age
rlsks normalizing to children what thay
are seeing. Some games alsa include
in—game chat, where sther (usually
oldar) online players often use KINguags
that you prabubﬁ- wouldn't want your
childr:n hear ar repeat
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TALK. IT THROUGH

Emboarrassment or fear of getting into trouble con moke it difficult

for children to talk apenly aboul age-inappropriate content they e
watched, Remind your child they can always come to you if thayra
troubled by something they've seen online, without worrying about F
consequences. Balore offering advice, discuss what they saw, how

thay falt and how they came to find the content in question. o

BLOCK, REPORT, CONTROL

After discussing the problem, you and your
child can take dstion together. This could
includs blecking any inappropriots sites
and mpunin%an content which violates o

platiorm's rules, To lurther saleguard your

child onling, set up parental controls on

internet—enabled devices that they use. iy
-
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GET SPECIALIST HELP

Agu-inugpmpriute content can
patentially have a negative impact on a
child’s mental heolth, which I3 sometimes
di {lurud through changes in their
behaviour. B the problam bacomes mare
severs, you might consider reaching out
ta a mantal health professional or an
expert in this field who can previde you
and your child with the proper support.

&

This will significanily reduce the chances
of your child being exposed to
age-inappropriate content in future,

in-person events

r parents by parents

PARENT CONNECT:

CONMNECT, DONT CORRECT

‘i your child’s been particularly distressed by exposure to
_.—/ content thal wasn't suitable lor their age, iU's important 1o offer
revant them from repsatin

ag raised. You could tell them aboul an
you might have hod at their age, and how you dealt with it,

! STREAMING £0,

The range of video streaming services
available enling means that Users con
find almost anything they want to watch
on demand. Children are therefore ot risk
of viewing TV shows and movies which
contain nudity, drug and alcohal abuse,
asxplicit language and extrems violence.
Untartumately, QSQ.BHOGMW‘? platferms
can't always determine that it's not an
adult who's watching.

-
ADVERTS

A0 Online adverts frequently include
age-inappropriate contént: usual
gambling and nudity ar partial nudity,
although adverts for alcohal ar
a—clgarettes are alsd CoOMmMan, Some
search engines also feature adverts that
are responsive to ;‘uur saarch history: so
if you've recently lecked up @ new horror
movie, shopped for lingerie or ordered
:ﬂcohulm\fna, then the ads appearin
an sereen could reflect this the next time
yaur child borrows your device,
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ly vital to help them deal with the emotions that the ’!
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STAY CALM %
Even thowgh it is obviously difficult to stay

rational in o situation wheére your child has
baan put at risk, it's essentiol to think betora
{Du react Your child may well have hesitoted
o SPen up o you about wotehin%
inoppropriote content for fear of the
consequences, so being calm and supportive
will reinforce the notion that It would be easy
to talk te you about similar issues in the future.
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INFORMATION AND SUPPORT FOR PARENTS AND CARERS

OF CHILDREN WITH ADDITIONAL NEEDS

ST IVES, MORRISONS
WEDNESDAY 24™ SEPTEMBER
9.30-11.30




We love having parents and carers involved in our school community! There

are lots of ways you can support our learning:
M Reading Volunteers
Come in and read with individual children - a wonderful way to support comprehension skills and
build confidence.
v+~ Share Your Skills
Do you have a hobby, job, or talent that connects with our topics?
We'd love to hear from you! Whether it's cooking, art, science or anything else - your skills can bring
learning to life.

Please speak to your child’s teacher if you would be interested in supporting in any way.

~- School Trips & Special Events
We always need extra hands for trips, special days, and enrichment activities.
(Mrs Cook will be in touch throughout the year with opportunities to get involved).

2" Hand Uniform

PR
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If you have some uniform that is no longer needed but still in good

condition then please consider donating this to our 2™ Hand
Uniform stock in the reception area.

We have an incredible team of volunteers who collate and then
sell on these items at our 2™ hand uniform sales across the year. It
is a great way to get these items cleared out of the wardrobes

whilst also being eco-friendly! \/




