Hello,

It has been another wonderful, sweltering
week here at Thorndown.

We have had a number of great events
happening this week. Our Year 4/5 classes
have now all done their class assemblies.
These were enjoyed by an audience who
were entertained and educated in equal
measure. Well done to all these children.
We have also had our KS1 and KS2 Sports
Days alongside athletics events and football
matches!

Have a great weekend,

Take Care,

Mr Snape

Attendance
Our whole school attendance
for this year is 95.8% which is
above the national average
of 94.5%.
Our top attending class so far
this year is Meerkat Class!

This week, the class winning
our attendance trophy for

best attendance was Lemurs
Wl'l'h 100°/o

School Dates
Wk Beg 24™ June - Pre-School

Occupations week
24™ June - Sports Day (EYFS/Pre-
school)
24™ June - Y2 visit to Sikh
Gurdwara

26™ June - Ivo School Try Before You
Buy Uniform Event
27" June - FOTS Summer Fair
2nd /3" July - FOTS Pro-Strike event
4™ July - GENR8 Assembly

Sports Day
We held our KST and KS2 Sports Days this
week. A huge thank you to all who
attended, it was a magnificent event. We
would like to say a huge thanks to the Ivo
School sports leaders who supported with
the KS2 sports day and to our Year 6
children who brilliantly helped out for our
KS1 Sports Day.
We look forward to our Pre-School and
Reception Sports Days which will be taking
place on Tuesday.



Achievement

Pre-School

What a wonderful (and very warm!) week we've had at preschool
With the hot weather, we've enjoyed lots of water play this week,
the children have absolutely loved it and it's been a fantastic
way to keep cool while having fun!

We also introduced our brand-new Investigation Station in the

Writers of the Week

Each week, in Celebration Assembly, we congratulate those children that have
been working particularly hard with their writing. Children from each class have
the opportunity to display their work in the hall and receive a certificate. Well

done to the children below for receiving "Writer of the Week' this week:

Badgers - Affan
garden. The children have thoroughly enjoyed using magnifying Otters - King
glasses and tools to search for tiny bugs and explore the natural Hedgehog - Tosan o
world around them, such curious little explorers! :‘ Kangaroo - Charlie W —
This week marked the start of our Occupations Week, beginning w Elepinerrif - P'Olo I0
with a look at the roles of vets and teachers. The children really Owis=Ameic ‘
. ) : ‘ Bats - Myah
embraced the theme; the children have loved having the pets in Pufie — Szl
the role play area and becoming vets themselves. Meerkats - Dylan
Coming up next week... Giraffe - Rumeysa
We have a packed schedule, including: Orca - Elena
* Reception visits for our older children

Chameleons - Matilda
Lions - Amelia
Panthers - Hiba

+ A special cooking session with a visiting cook
A physio visit P s - Ziwei
+ A teacher from another school joining us J:;i::’ns Be|li|v;?
o . . . . . . . '
And first aid training designed especially for children! Toucan - Lexi
lts going to be a fun and busy week.

Lemurs - Stanley

Oracy Assembly
World Sea Turtle Day
In this week’s Oracy assembly we celebrated World Sea Turtle Day. It is a day dedicated to raising awareness about

turtles and their conservation needs. This day emphasises the importance of protecting these ancient reptiles and their
habitats, as many species face threats from habitat destruction, pollution, illegal pet trade, and climate change. It's a

time to celebrate turtles, learn about their ecological significance, and take action to ensure their survival.

In KST and KS2 we talked about what we know about turtles, why plastic pollution is a threat and what we ca do to help.
We talked about these questions:
‘What do you know about turtles?

‘Why is plastic pollution so hazardous to sea turtles?

‘What can we do to help sea turtles?

At home you could research and discuss the different types of sea turtles. Perhaps you could discuss small actions that
you could take to help sea turtles, for example, recycling as much as possible or reducing the use of single use plastics.
You could organise an event to support sea turtles such as a litter pick in your local environment.




Esafety - Roblox

We have had an number of concerns regarding the game Roblox that have

been brought to our attention this week. The ‘Wake Up Wednesday’ below

gives information and tips for parents on how to monitor and support their
children so they are able to access games, such as Roblox, safely.

L

What Parents & Educators Need to Know about l

RQBLOX

.‘

Roblox is one of the most popular video games among children, In 2020, the gorne's developers claimed that

WHAT ARE
THE RISKS?

ONLINEPLAYRISks  [Iz2]

©

Because Roblos connects randam players F
aeroee the world, Rean put younger playerns inta
an environment with anarymouwss users who
could use the platform lor nedorious reasons. For
sxample, some role-play gomes ore used for
enline dated and mature rele ploy, which cauld
BAPO S POUNGIE 1o INDPRroRHatls Mekioges

In the puidic chaf box.

MATURE CONTENT

Content is difficult to moderate throughout
Rablox, diss 12 the rrmber of games avallable
This is parikcularly metable on smaller gomes
and sxperkences, but in summary, somae of th
games and experiences offered on the plationm
cantain age-inoppropriate content that could
#adily be 308N by young players.

IN-GAME SPENDING & .-

The majority of gomes within Roblox hawve
wxtensive monelisation aptiens. usually threugh
seaion pastes or microtransections, Purchases
can range in value from o lew pennkes up o
mach larger sums of money. While some gomaes
eifer a lot of content via purchases, ethers can
elter vary little Tor real ward ranoy, Souling
younges playess toend up out of pocket.
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more than half of the USA’s children had played it. As a ‘sandbox’ tithe, the game lets players create their own
gaming experiences with Roblox Studio to build custem levels, which can then be shared enline.

¥

ANONYMOUS PLAYERS

The anonymity of users can leave players
vulnerabile ta buliying, harassment, and
predatory behaviows, Without the right parentol
comrols or monitoring, users con connsct with
wach other via personol messages or friend
.-l’ regquasts. and it e very dilficull b KRew wWho's
Bahind o ussrnams in this vast enline workd

.- v
A 255k ox adDicTION [

Roblox gomes can leatune rewarding or i
sotistying mechanics that keep ployers "'-,r
coming back - or porsusds them to stay
legged=-in for much langer. Like mast games.
thay lecus an interactivity. with constant
rewards via in-gome unlocks and cummencies,
whikch con sometimes lead to.on oddictive need
to remeain onling for long periods of time.

» p—
SCAMS -

Mary of the gomaes on Roblox featurs collectible
itermd, pots. of charactens. Thise abjects. while
digital, ane waorth o kot of real money on cerain
enline markets. Scammerns will attempt to trode
with younger usors in the hopos of getting rare
iterns Eheat can be sold for real maney,
manipulating 1he child inte Rending thefn aved,
usually via milslesding inforrmation.

Advice for Parents & E:ducators

- ‘ |'..\
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MONITOR THE CONTENT Oh.d =

while Roblox does imploment plonty of modenation ool ond parental controds, it's
up te porents and guardians to rmonitor the types of gomes o child o impretionoble
ployer is experiencing. i a youngster wanis io play Roblox, be sure to check out which
specific gomes they want to play within It, and get o good idea of their content.
owe to neport and block other players. Knowing the powers within thelr
raach will moake Roblox o seler, happier exparience. You con Bet oge ranges

Tor whe's allewsd 1o contact you, cloie public chat boxes, Block sponding, ond aven
make your Roblox profile completely private. All thess optlons are helpiul in cutting

off bad actors from engaging with children.
= .
.
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TAKE ADVANTAGE OF TOOLS

Use the parentol controls within the gome isell and tesch youngsiers

N
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| PLAY TOGETHER

Congider playing Roblox with the children in your cone. There are hew

mare effective ways to see how monetisation worics, gouge whether the
gome could leod te addictive behavieurs, or ewen witness how interaction
Batwean playsrs wodks, than siting down and trying the game for yoursel!,
Thils should help you ligures out whothor it's sultable for porticular childnen.

I L | s NN
TEACH ONLINE BEHAVIOURS

Have an apen conversation about the feks of enline play and how 1o spend
ey wisely. By being honeat and giving tips on how 0 younger user can

prodect thormselves, you con smpower them bo not enly lake care of themselves,
bt otfiers oo, Arry wser con ke reported to Roblox moderators by other players for
bahaving inapprapriately, With this knowledge, younger players can be aware ol
Wi b0 ek Tar and hlp provent it,
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Athletics Adventures!

On Monday 16™ June, a group of Year 5 and 6s went to an athletic tournament

which was located at the Outdoor Centre by the running track. There were three
activities:

Vortex throwing 2

Standing long jump
Long distance running

After these activities, we did a set of extra running event which included:
100 metre sprint
A relay race - we each had a 50 metre section

We all had a lot of fun and we hope that other children will be able to go to future
athletics tournaments.
Written by Ben and Eleni

St Ilves Bridge Celebrations
As part of the celebrations for the 600th anniversary of St Ives bridge, we

were thrilled to welcome special visitors who trained our OPal Squad in a
range of exciting historical games! The children learned how to play
traditional games from the past, such as French Hopscotch and Cat's Cradle.
These fun and active games have now become a regular feature of
lunchtimes across the whole school. Children of all ages have loved trying
them out - from mastering the string patterns of Cat’s Cradle to learning how
to take a hoop on a walk with a stick. It's been a brilliant way to explore
history through play, and our playgrounds have been buzzing with excitement
and laughter. A huge well done to the OPal Squad for leading the way and
helping everyone enjoy this special celebration of our local history!




Cambridgeshire
County Council

AR

School Attendance
Information for Parents/Carers

MISS SCHOOL — MISS OUT
Don't let your child be the one to miss out!

www . cambridgeshire.gov.uk

What can you do to help?
« Establish good bedtime and morning routines.

+ Ensure your child arrives at school on time. This encourages habits of
punctuality and lessens any possible classroom disruption. If your child
arrives after the attendance register has closed without a good reason,
this will be recorded as an ‘'unauthorised’ absence for that session.

# All absences must be reported to the school office for each day of
absence (your child's school will have an Attendance Policy explaining
the school's expectations and procedures).

» |f you know or think that your child is having difficulties attending school,
you should contact the school. It is better to speak to them sooner rather
than later, as most problems can be dealt with very quickly.

o Always ask for help from the school to support you and your
child’s attendance.

Authorised and Unauthorised Absence

Schools can only authorise absences for a limited range of exceptional
circumstances. These are typically absences that are completely
unavoidable. Absences that will not be agreed might include:

= Arrival after registers have closed.

* Absences that are not properly explained by parents or child.
* Day trips and Term Time Leave

* Leaving the school without school's authorisation.

Is my child too ill for school?

It can be tricky deciding whether to keep your child off school if when they
are unwell.

Is my child too ill for school? - NHS {www.nhs.uk)

Term Time Leave

The Government has removed the discretion for head teachers to agree
term time leave requests. Due to the disruptive effect on a child's education,
you are strongly urged to avoid booking a family holiday during term-time.

Exceptional circumstances have not been dictated by the Gowvernment.
Individual head teachers will make the final decision to authorise the leave

The Law

By law, all children of compulsory school age (between 5 and 16 yrs.) must
receive a suitable, full-time education suitable for the age and ability of the
young person.

Parents have a legal duty to ensure that their child receives an education
suitable to his/her age, ability and aptitude and any special needs. Most
parents fulfill this obligation by registering their child in a school.

Compulsory school age:

From: 1 Seplember, 1 January, 1 April following the child's fifth birthday
To: the last Friday in June in the school year in which the child is sixteen
{1 September to 31 August)

Receiving a good full-time education will give your child the best possible
start in life and best possible outcomes.

Attending school regularly and punctually is essential if children are to make
the most of the opportunities available to them.

Government research suggests that 17 missed school days a year = 1
GCSE grade DROP in achievement,

Attendance during one school year

of absence based on information provided and the absence cannot be
authorized refrospectively. The nead or desire for recreation downtime iz
not considered excepticnal.

Unauthorised lzave of abzence could result in a Penalty Motice fine beaing
issued.

Leocal Authority Education Attendance Service

It iz the responsibility of the achool o have their own arrangements in place
fo manage poor attendance by offering appropriate support o parents and
children.

It iz the responsgikility of the parent to enzsure regular school attendance.

If wour child's atiendance iz unsatizfactory and failing to improve despite
support from the achocl, the schocl will make a referral o the Local
Authority.

Should it be considered that az & parent you are unwilling to ensure your
child attends school regularly without good reason, you could be:

= parentz may be subject fo a Penalty fine of £180 (reduced to £30 i
paid within 21 days). Men-payment of this fine will result in cass
eing listed for prosecution in the Magistrate Court, without further
warning being issuad.

«  progecuted in & Magistrates Court and fined up to £2,500 andfor
imprizonad for up to 3 menths in accordance with the Education Act
1998 Section 244,

»  made the subject of a Parenting Crder.

=  your child may be made the subject of an Education Supervision
Order in the Family Court.

September 2024

Faor further information about school attendance, please see our website.

wwwi.cambridgeshire gov.ukiresidents/children-and-families/schools-learning/e ducation-
your-rights-amd-responsibilities/school-atiendance
Mon-attendance at school and the law - Cambridgeshire Council
SEMD Information Hub carnbry hire.gow uk
wnw cambrid Aukiresidentsichildren-and- nti
=t in ri-fior- r-fami
:lassets childrenscommissioner.gov ul =022 uide-fior-
schoo'-attendance pdf



