
School Dates
22  May - Final Day of the half termnd

23  May - Training Dayrd

26th-30  May - Half Termth

2nd-6  June - Principles Weekth

2  June - Children return to schoolnd

3rd/4  June - School Photosth

3  June - Yr 4/5 Michael Morpurgo
Online visit

rd

4  June - Yr 6 Sports Leader Trainingth

9th-10  June - Smoking/Vaping
Workshop

th

Attendance

Our whole school attendance
for this year is 95.7% which is
above the national average

of 94.5%. 
Our top attending class so far

this year is Meerkat Class!

This week, the class winning
our attendance trophy for

best attendance was
Elephant with 98.7%.

Hello,

It has been another exciting week here at
Thorndown. 

A big thank you to all the parents and carers
who attended our Year 3 class assemblies this
week. They were fantastic events and I know the
children enjoyed performing for you. 

We have also had some great trips and events
with some of our year 5 children going to
Cambridge for an author visit, our Year 1
children heading to the Botanic Gardens and
our Year 3 children enjoying their Greek Day.

We hope you all have a lovely half term and we
look forward to welcoming the children back 

 
Take Care,

Mr Snape

Thorndown Primary School 
Newsletter

Uniform
As the weather becomes warmer please

can we remind you of our uniform
expectations for both PE and non-PE

days. These can be found on the school
website here.

Frank Newton
If you would like to contribute toward the

fund to mark Franks 50+ years of service to
Thorndown Primary School, this can be

done on Arbor.

https://www.thorndownprimaryschool.co.uk/school-uniform/


Achievement
Writers of the Week

Each week, in Celebration Assembly,  we congratulate those children that have
been working particularly hard with their writing. Children from each class have
the opportunity to display their work in the hall and receive a certificate. Well

done to the children below for receiving 'Writer of the Week' this week:

Badgers - Philippa 
Otters - Oliver 

Hedgehogs - Ava 
Kangaroo - Bakhita 

Elephants - Ogi 
Owls - Hari 

Bats - Amelia 
Puffins - Archie 
Meerkats - Fazil 

Orca - Oscar 
Chameleons - Kitty 

Lions - Olivia 
Panthers - Dua 
Penguins - Lily 

Jaguar - Imogen 
Toucan - Adriel 
Lemur - Daniel 

Oracy Assembly 
In our Oracy assembly this week we talked about World Bee Day.

World Bee Day takes place on the 20  May. It is a globally
recognised day to celebrate bees and other pollinators,

highlighting their vital role in ecosystems and food production. The
theme of World Bee Day this year is, "Bee inspired by nature to

nourish us all," emphasising the importance of pollinators in
agrifood systems and ecosystem health. 

th

 We talked about these questions:                                                       
·What do you know about bees?

·How many different types of bees are there. Can you name any of
them?

·How do bees help us?
·How can we help bees?
·What is pollinisation?

·Why is pollinisation so important? 
·What would happen if there were no pollinators?

·How can we help bees?

At home you could talk about what you know about bees, why they
are so important to our health and that of the planet. You could
talk about what threats bees face and ways that we could help
them. You could research and discuss ways that you could help

them at home, by planting bee friendly flowers or installing a bee
hotel. 

Pre-School
 This week at preschool

We’ve had a busy and exciting week learning all about
plants and how they grow. The children have enjoyed

visiting the preschool growing garden to water the
plants and learn about the life cycle of a strawberry.

We can’t wait to try the strawberries we’re growing for
snack time after half term!

Next, we’ll be exploring the life cycle of a butterfly,
and we’re very excited to welcome some very tiny

caterpillars into preschool soon so we can watch this
amazing transformation in real life.

All of our new children have now settled wonderfully
into preschool life, and we’re so proud of how the
older children have helped and supported them.

We hope you all have a lovely half term!
Becky Smith

Year 2 Writing
Over the last few weeks in Year Two we have been reading 'It
fell from the Sky' by the Fan Brothers. In this story a group of

insects encounter some real-life human objects.
This week we discovered something mysterious in the outdoor
area! We saw that a curious collection of objects had fallen

from the sky and landed right here at Thorndown! 
Just like in the story, they'd become caught in a spider's web.

We wrote about this event: 

'The creatures saw a baby bottle that was huge for them but
would be tiny for humans. Maybe it belonged to a girl or a

boy? Spider found a fun, bendy Poppit and he loved popping
it! Grasshopper played with a basket ball and he had a hard

time trying to keep up with it. Caterpillar found a ringing
golden bell. He thought it was real gold but it was not.

Millipede discovered a lollystick. He thought it would taste
good because it had a lolly on it but it did not. He actually

got splinters in his mouth. Ouch!' 

Writing by Antonia, Year 2.

 



Well-Being
 

Our Principles week will be
taking place during the

week 2nd-6th June. If you
would like to contribute

toward Mrs Broach’s
charitable fund you can do

so here

We know all the children
are looking forward to
helping us get to our

walking goal!

https://www.justgiving.com/page/claire-broach-1734038639756?msockid=0aeee82990026ca33be3fc3491286de6


Year 5 Cambridge Literacy Trip
On Wednesday 21st May, some Year 5s went on a literacy trip to

Cambridge. After a journey on the guided busway, we arrived at the
Cambridge Union where we met an author called Patrice Laurence.
She told us about her childhood and how it had inspired her to write

books before sharing her new novel, ‘People like Stars’.
Next, we had a picnic lunch before heading to Waterstones

Bookshop.
In Waterstones, we each got to choose a book and these will be put

in the Discovery Suite to share with the rest of the school. 
Overall, the day was an unforgettable experience!

Opportunity

Year 1 Trip to Botanic Gardens
On Monday 19th May 2025, Year 1 visited the Cambridge Botanic Gardens as part of our topic ‘Grow,
Grow, Grow’. As plant scientists, we have been exploring different parts of plants and learning new

scientific vocabulary for grouping trees (evergreen and deciduous). Whilst we were visiting the
gardens, we were lucky enough to have the opportunity to dissect a seed. We learnt some new

scientific vocabulary when doing the dissecting, such as ‘embryo’ and ‘food store’. During some our
visit, we were guided by two female scientists (Hannah and Raffy), they were very hard working,

knowledgeable and inspiring. Whilst exploring the gardens we saw some incredible trees and plants
and we were able to use all of our senses in the varying areas of the gardens. We especially loved to
see the bees working hard to collect the nectar and pollinate other flowers in the pollinating section

of the garden. 

Overall, we had the most wonderful day and we would highly recommend hopping on the bus and
having a family day out there. 

The Year 1 Team would like to say a huge thank you and express our appreciation to the volunteers
that helped out. Thank you for making it possible for our children to have the best day exploring the

gardens. 



Year 1 Writing
 

Opportunity

Young Writers
We are absolutely thrilled to announce that a select group of our talented young

writers has had their incredible pieces chosen to enter the Young Writers Creative
Writing Competition! This is not just any competition; it’s a fantastic opportunity for

their imaginative work to be published in the enchanting book titled 'The Magic
Map Worlds of Creativity'.

What an achievement! It’s not every day that you find yourself on the cusp of
publication, and our young authors should feel immensely proud. Their creativity
and hard work have truly shone through, and we’re bursting with excitement for

them.
Congratulations once again to the following children who participated:

Katie, Quinn, Eliza, Frankie, Abigail, Lily, Hannah, Florence, Casey, Alice, Mali, Erin,
Edith, Aidan, Emily, Isla, Charlie, Matilda, Matilda & Saffa. 

We can't wait to receive the published books! Look out for these on our school
bookshelves. 

Back in March, Year 1 wrote
some fact files and leaflets

all about penguins. They
were sent off to Edinburgh

Zoo. Today the children
were very excited to

receive a letter back from
Rebecca the zookeeper. A

real purpose for writing
and a great opportunity.




