Hello,

It has been another fantastic week here at
Thorndown.

He had our Reception and Pre-School sports
days which were fantastic. Our Y6 children did
a brilliant job of supporting and all the children
that took part were fantastic.

The weather in the early part of next week is
due to be very hot. We will continue to review
how we can best keep the children as cool as
possible. This may mean some changes to their
usual PE or lunchtime activities. Please
continue to send the children in with water and
sunhats whilst the weather remain warm.

Have a great weekend,

Take Care,

Mr Snape

Attendance
Our whole school attendance
for this year is 95.8% which is
above the national average
of 94.5%.
Our top attending class so far
this year is Meerkat Class!

This week, the class winning
our attendance trophy for
best attendance was
Kangaroos with 100%

School Dates
2nd/3* July - FOTS Pro-Strike event
4™ July - GENR8 Assembly
7" July - Art Week
8™ July - Drumming Assembly

9™ July - Y6 Performances
10th/11™ July - Move up Days
10" July - Open School
14™ July - Water Safety Week
15" July -Y2 Music Festival
15" July - Choir Assembly
16™ July - Y6 Pizza and Water fight event
17" July - Y1 Life in a Medieval Castle Day
17" July - Art Exhibition in Main Hall
23 July - Y6 Trip to Wicksteed Park
23 July - Final Day of Term
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September - Training Day

Primary Science Quality Mark
We are delighted to inform you that Thorndown Primary

School has been awarded the Primary Science Quality Mark.
PSQM is a comprehensive year-long professional
development and school improvement programme that gives
primary science subject leaders the knowledge, capability
and support needed to improve the quality and profile of
science education across the entire school. Over 5,500
Quality Marks have now been awarded, impacting on the
learning of over 1,000,000 children.

A huge thank you and well done the Mr Peel, Mrs Emberton
and all the staff who worked so hard to achieve this mark for
the school
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Achievement

Pre-School

What a wonderful week we've had!

Writers of the Week

Each week, in Celebration Assembly, we congratulate those children that have
The children have thoroughly enjoyed exploring different jobs and been working particularly hard with their writing. Children from each class have

meeting our special visitors. They loved making lemon biscuits with a the opportunity to display their work in the hall and receive a certificate. Well
done to the children below for receiving "Writer of the Week' this week:

chef, singing songs with a teacher from another school, and discovering

all sorts of exciting equipment brought in by a physiotherapist.
Badger - Myla

A real highlight of the week was Emma from Skills Training for Life, who
Otter - Shannon

introduced the children to the very basics of first aid. They had great fun

learning how to care for their teddies using real props, and Emma also Hedgehog - Frankie -
. . / /) Kangaroo - Parker =
explained who they can go to for help in an emergency. We're sure =~ =
many of the children have come home and proudly told you all about Elephant - Albert I
calling 999! Owl - Fergus
. Bat - Elvita

Puffin - Oliver
Meerkat - Ava
Giraffe - Jessie P
Orca - Monty

We also spent two afternoons trying out some of the activities we'll see
in school sports days - it gave us a great little preview of what's to come
when the children move up to school.

[t's certainly been a busy and exciting week!

Looking ahead to next week, we're thrilled to have even more visitors Chameleon - Sophia

Lion - Logan
Panther - Alfie

Penguin - Leo

coming in to talk about their jobs. We'll be welcoming a photographer, a
nurse, and even members of the local police, who will all be popping
into preschool to chat and engage with the children.

We hope you all have a lovely weekend! eger = e
Toucan - Stanley

Lemur - Pearl

Oracy Assembly

Women in Science and Engineering

In this week's Oracy assembly we talked about women in science and engineering. In 2025, there are two main days celebrating women in science
and engineering: The International Day of Women and Girls in Science on February 11th and International Women in Engineering_Day on June 23rd.

This day, established by the UN, aims to promote the full and equal access of women and girls to science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics (STEM). It is also an international campaign to raise the profile of women engineers and encourage more people to consider
engineering as a profession.

In KS1 and KS2 we talked about some important discoveries in science over the last 250 years and what they had in common, why fewer women in
the past worked in science, engineering and maths and why they weren't always recognised for their work.

We talked about these questions:

‘Why fewer women in the past worked in science, engineering and maths?
‘Why were they not recognised for their work?
‘Do you know any more examples of female scientists and their discoveries?
‘In the future, would you like to work in science or engineering?

At home you could research and discuss some important scientific discoveries made by women. You could talk about how women engineers are
building, designing and creating things to improve our lives. Perhaps we could talk about whether in the future you would like to become an
engineer, scientist or mathematician, and what skills you might need.
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https://www.inwed.org.uk/
https://www.unesco.org/en/days/women-girls-science

SUPPORTING CHILDREN’S

MENTALHEALTH

10 Conversation Starfers for farents
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dark, this guide is designed to help you mrﬁdenﬁrtalkabwt mental health, so they feel
comfortable talking about their own worries and end any stigma before it begins.
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This sounds obvious, but itis not something we are always great at. Active listening is
where we listen without interrupting or making judgements and shows interestin
what is being said. If your child feels listened toin the ‘smallest of problems’ they will
become confident that you will listen when the ‘biggest of problems’ arise.

ASKTWICE

The campaign from time to change is great .
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THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS A STUPID QUESTION

This advice also relates to the first point. If your child can

Y .

(3 TALK ABOUT MENTAL HEALTH NATURALLY

Speak about mental health as part of everyday life, so that talking about our feelings and
those of others is normalised. If the usual ‘are you ok?” is not creating an opportunity for
dialogue then way something like ‘1 know when something like that has happened to mel
felt likee this... is that how you are feeling or are you feeling something else?

B EMPATHISE

It makes sense that you would feel this way, itis understandable’,
Children often worry about things that we, as adults, might see as
trivial or silly. However, for them at their age and stage itis abig
concern and they need our kindness and care when they show
their vulnerability and share their worries.

HELP YOUR CHILD FEEL SAFE

Teens particularly feel that by talking about their worries or concemns that this
will make things worse. Reassure your child that you will disouss a plan of action

together and what may or may not need to happen next. If they are a younger
child, itis likely you will need to lead the conversation and explain next steps.

BE OPEN AND HONEST

Children appreciate honesty, particulady if you are having to share information
or talk about a difficult subject. For example, you may be talking about death or
loss; ‘It's very sad that Nana has died” or /| feel sad that Nana has died’. How you
talk about a subject will differ depending on their age and developmental
maturity. Talking about death to a younger child for example will be different to
that of an older teen, as their experience and understanding of death is different.

KNOW WHEN TO SEEK HELP

Assess the severity of the mental health difficulty you are noticing. Is the difficulty
making it hard for your child to function regularly throughout everyday life? How
frequently is your child affected, how long does it last and how persistent is it? Are
they having problems controlling the difficulty? Talk to your child about your
concerns and that it is likely they will need further support beyond family and friends.

MIND YOUR LANGUAGE

Be mindful of the language you use at home to describe
and talk about mental health. Stigma often arises from
and a choice of language which is
harmful. Using the word ‘mental’, ‘man-up’ or other such
‘words in a derogatory way won't encourage your child to
talk about their mental health for fear of being belittled.
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ITISOKTO SAY ‘1 DON'T KNOW WHAT TO DO NEXT’

Adults do not have all the answers but often children
think they do. itis ok to acknowledge that what your
«child is experiencing is not something you have come
across before or know anything about, but that you
‘willl work it out together and sesk help together.




Y2 Sikh Gurdwara Trip

This week our Year Two children visited the Sikh Gurdwara in Peterborough. This was a

fantastic experience which really brought the children's Religion and World Views
learning to life. The children saw the Sikh holy book, the Guru Granth Sahib being read
and learnt about the way it is carried to and from rest each morning and evening.
Gurdev and his wife showed the children the Langar where they learnt about the
importance of sharing food in the community.
The children saw the 'five 5ks' in real life and talked about the origins of each one.

Thank you to all of the parent and governor volunteers for supporting our visit.
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We are so grateful for your help.
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Sports Day

Photos of the star performers from KS1 and KS2 who showed determination, teamwork, self-
belief, honesty, respect and passion.
Our winning house this year was Yew (green house) with a total of 2363 points.




Cambridgeshire
County Council
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School Attendance
Information for Parents/Carers

MISS SCHOOL — MISS OUT
Don't let your child be the one to miss out!

www . cambridgeshire.gov.uk

What can you do to help?
« Establish good bedtime and morning routines.

+ Ensure your child arrives at school on time. This encourages habits of
punctuality and lessens any possible classroom disruption. If your child
arrives after the attendance register has closed without a good reason,
this will be recorded as an ‘'unauthorised’ absence for that session.

# All absences must be reported to the school office for each day of
absence (your child's school will have an Attendance Policy explaining
the school's expectations and procedures).

» |f you know or think that your child is having difficulties attending school,
you should contact the school. It is better to speak to them sooner rather
than later, as most problems can be dealt with very quickly.

o Always ask for help from the school to support you and your
child’s attendance.

Authorised and Unauthorised Absence

Schools can only authorise absences for a limited range of exceptional
circumstances. These are typically absences that are completely
unavoidable. Absences that will not be agreed might include:

= Arrival after registers have closed.

* Absences that are not properly explained by parents or child.
* Day trips and Term Time Leave

* Leaving the school without school's authorisation.

Is my child too ill for school?

It can be tricky deciding whether to keep your child off school if when they
are unwell.

Is my child too ill for school? - NHS {www.nhs.uk)

Term Time Leave

The Government has removed the discretion for head teachers to agree
term time leave requests. Due to the disruptive effect on a child's education,
you are strongly urged to avoid booking a family holiday during term-time.

Exceptional circumstances have not been dictated by the Gowvernment.
Individual head teachers will make the final decision to authorise the leave

The Law

By law, all children of compulsory school age (between 5 and 16 yrs.) must
receive a suitable, full-time education suitable for the age and ability of the
young person.

Parents have a legal duty to ensure that their child receives an education
suitable to his/her age, ability and aptitude and any special needs. Most
parents fulfill this obligation by registering their child in a school.

Compulsory school age:

From: 1 Seplember, 1 January, 1 April following the child's fifth birthday
To: the last Friday in June in the school year in which the child is sixteen
{1 September to 31 August)

Receiving a good full-time education will give your child the best possible
start in life and best possible outcomes.

Attending school regularly and punctually is essential if children are to make
the most of the opportunities available to them.

Government research suggests that 17 missed school days a year = 1
GCSE grade DROP in achievement,

Attendance during one school year

of absence based on information provided and the absence cannot be
authorized refrospectively. The nead or desire for recreation downtime iz
not considered excepticnal.

Unauthorised lzave of abzence could result in a Penalty Motice fine beaing
issued.

Leocal Authority Education Attendance Service

It iz the responsibility of the achool o have their own arrangements in place
fo manage poor attendance by offering appropriate support o parents and
children.

It iz the responsgikility of the parent to enzsure regular school attendance.

If wour child's atiendance iz unsatizfactory and failing to improve despite
support from the achocl, the schocl will make a referral o the Local
Authority.

Should it be considered that az & parent you are unwilling to ensure your
child attends school regularly without good reason, you could be:

= parentz may be subject fo a Penalty fine of £180 (reduced to £30 i
paid within 21 days). Men-payment of this fine will result in cass
eing listed for prosecution in the Magistrate Court, without further
warning being issuad.

«  progecuted in & Magistrates Court and fined up to £2,500 andfor
imprizonad for up to 3 menths in accordance with the Education Act
1998 Section 244,

»  made the subject of a Parenting Crder.

=  your child may be made the subject of an Education Supervision
Order in the Family Court.

September 2024

Faor further information about school attendance, please see our website.

wwwi.cambridgeshire gov.ukiresidents/children-and-families/schools-learning/e ducation-
your-rights-amd-responsibilities/school-atiendance
Mon-attendance at school and the law - Cambridgeshire Council
SEMD Information Hub carnbry hire.gow uk
wnw cambrid Aukiresidentsichildren-and- nti
=t in ri-fior- r-fami
:lassets childrenscommissioner.gov ul =022 uide-fior-
schoo'-attendance pdf



