
School Dates

6  October - Harvest Festival Assemblyth

7th October - Meerkat trip to Meadow Lodge
9th October - Spaghetti Maths Assembly

9th October - Cauliflower Card designs sent home
10  October - Ringtailed Lemurs to Meadow Lodgeth

15th October - History of Toys Day for Y1
16th October - Reception Phonics Cafe

17th October - Cauliflower Cards order deadline
17th October - Y4 Bikeability Course

22nd October - Hilltop Parents Meeting (Teams)
24  October - last day of half-termth

3rd November - children return to school
6  November - Outdoor Classroom Dayth

10  November - Odd Socks Dayth
Attendance

Our whole school attendance
for this year is 96.19% which is
above the national average

of 95.5%. 

This week, the classes winning
our attendance trophy for

best attendance were Otters,
Jaguar & Toucans all with

100%!

Harvest Festival
Our Harvest Festival Assembly will take place on

Monday, 6th October 2025! We're collecting
food donations to support the wonderful St Ives
Foodbank, which assists local families in need.
Here’s what you can bring: - Chocolate - Sugar

- Juice - Squash - Jams - Canned Foods (like
tuna, custard, rice pudding etc.) - Rice - Pasta -
Tea Bags - Coffee - Drinking Chocolate - **No

cereals, please!** Please remember to bring
your food donations to your classroom on the

day of the assembly. Your generosity will make a
big difference to those in need! Thank you for

your support!

Hello,

It has been another fantastic week at
Thorndown.

Thank you to all those parents who attended
our Year 1 Reading Cafe. It was great to see so
many of you attend and we received fantastic
feedback from all those who came along.

The weather continues to be changeable and
we have had a number of children in school this
week without coats. We will endeavour to get
the children outside in all weathers so please
ensure your child has coat in school at all times.

We look forward to holding out Harvest
Assembly next week and, as usual, any
donations received will be sent to the St Ives
Foodbank.

Have a good weekend,

Mr Snape

Thorndown Primary School 
Newsletter



Achievement
Oracy Assembly

On Wednesday 30  September, it was International Podcast Day. We began the assembly by discussing what
a podcast is. Afterwards, we listened to the first few minutes of a Horrible Histories podcast on BBC Sounds

and discussed which oracy skills podcasters use.

th

 We finished the assembly by discussing the questions: If you could create a podcast about any topic, what
would you create one about?

The children thought of an array of fantastic ideas!!

Follow the link for some child friendly podcasts ideas: 
https://wordsforlife.org.uk/activities/listen-and-learn-podcasts/

Writers of the Week
Welcome to Writer's of the Week! 

For our new families at Thorndown, each week during Celebration
Assembly children from each class are awarded for being ‘A

Thorndown Super Writer’. Their work is displayed in the hall and
they receive a certificate. An overall winner is selected for EYFS &
KS1 and KS2, these children receive a trophy for ‘Super Writer’ and

they can keep this for the week and be proud!
This week's winners:
Camel - Jasper

Kangaroo - Teddy H
Owl - Reuben

Bat - Theo
Turtle - Zach
Puffin - Pola

Meerkat - Jahlani
Meerkat - Archie
Lemur - Archie
Giraffe - Saffa

Chameleon - Carys
Penguin - Megan

Lion - Evie
Toucan - Evie

Panther - Isaac
Jaguar - Caleb

Pre-School
The children have had lots of fun exploring the

start of Autumn, with our tree splat in the tuff tray
using pipettes and different Autumn colours to

create the leaves, as well as starting our Autumn
art gallery on our wall. Our story of the week has

been Elmer and the children have explored
different colours and patterns and created some
lovely Elmer collages. Outside the children made
some awesome music using the pots and pans.

We hope you have a lovely weekend,
The Pre-School Team

https://wordsforlife.org.uk/activities/listen-and-learn-podcasts/


Well-Being
Safer Eating

This year there have been some changes to the Early Years Foundation Stage Safeguarding
Requirements for nurseries and school settings around Safer Eating. Children can choke at any

age, however, younger children are at greater risk as their narrow airways are more easily
blocked. 

As a school, we have checked our policies and practices to ensure that these changes are
adhered to with food that is prepared on site, but we would ask that if you are providing

packed lunches or snacks for your child to bring with them that you:
cut small round foods (like grapes, strawberries and cherry tomatoes) lengthways and into

quarters
cut large fruits (like melon) and hard fruit or vegetables (like raw apple and carrot) into

slices instead of small chunks
cut cheese into strips rather than chunks

consider wholemeal or toasted bread as white bread can form a doughy ball in the throat
do not give children popcorn as a snack

We would also like to take this opportunity to remind you that we are a nut free school.
Your support with this is much appreciated.

Electric Umbrella

Electric Umbrella is a UK charity that empowers learning disabled and
neurodivergent people through workshops and performances.

They offer a free, online singalong every Friday from 4pm - 5.30pm. Whether
you are seasoned singers or just love to hum along everyone is welcome.

You can access these sessions here. You are required to sign up to Electric
Umbrella to participate but there is no charge for this.

https://electricumbrella.org.uk/activities-and-events/join-our-activities/free-activities/singalong/


Opportunity
Year 1 Reading Cafe

Last week, we welcomed parents into our Reading Café, and what a fantastic
morning it was! Parents of Year 1 children had the chance to see first-hand
how we teach early reading and phonics. Together they joined in with fun
phonics games alongside the children, discovering strategies and activities

they can use at home to support learning.
The atmosphere was buzzy, with plenty of smiles (and biscuits!). It was

wonderful to see so many parents engaged in their children’s learning and
eager to join in.

Thank you to everyone who came along to make the event such a success. We
look forward to more opportunities like this to celebrate reading together!
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Thorndown Primary School and Pre‐School 
Hill Rise, St Ives, Cambs, PE27 6SE 

Tel: 01480 375103 

Headteacher: Mr C Snape 

Midday Supervisor 

� Like working with children 
� Are keen to play with children andsupport them
� Are a team player
� Have a sense of humour 
� A paediatric First Aid Qualificationwould be useful but training can be

given 

Closing Date : 17 October 2025 

Interview Date : week commencing 20th October 2025 

The starting salary will be at Point 3£3060pa actual ( £12.65 per hour)

Applications are invited from people who 

We are looking to appoint some newMidday Supervisors to help at lunchtime
with the supervision of thechildren as soon as possible 

If you are interested in applying then please download an application pack from
the School Website www.thorndownprimaryschool.co.uk or by contacting Mrs

Helen Cooper, Business Managerhcooper@thorndown.cambs.sch.uk 

 

The positions will be to cover Monday,Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday lunchtimes for 1.25 hours per day(6.25 hours per week) term time only. 

Thorndown Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare 
of children and expect all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. It is 
necessary for the candidate to be fluent in spoken English. Offers of employment will 
be subject to an enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service check and satisfactory 
completion of pre-employment checks 

7


