
Year 4 book warmer

Chaya is a young girl who steals from the

rich to help her village. When she decides to

break into the palace to steel the queen’s

jewels, she ends up on the run with her two

friends to escape the King’s guards and

certain death.

The book is set in a rural village in Sri

Lanka called Nirissa. As readers, we

experience both poverty and wealth through

the places that Chaya visits. Much of the

book is set in the depths of the jungle.

The Big Questions

Is it ever ok to commit a

crime?

What could be meant by

‘the greater good’?

feast - large celebratory meal 
veena - traditional Sri Lankan stringed instrument 
royal - being a King or Queen or member of their family
jambu - type of apple which looks like a rose flower 
promenade - paved, public path next to a river/sea
scuffle - short fight or struggle 
cobbled - small round stones which make a path 
thatched - straw covering for a roof
merchant - person who trades good to different countries 
intricate - very detailed sapphire
precious stone which is usually blue 
compartment - a section or part of something 
persuade - to try to make someone believe something 
enemies - people who are actively opposed to something 
carved - cut or engraved to make an object 
workshop - a room or building where things are made 
crockery - plates, dishes, cups etc. 
courtyard - an area enclosed by walls that doesn’t have 
a roof 

vocabulary

this term’s text
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