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Number: 113 

Welcome back 
Welcome back to a new academic year at 
Thorndown Primary School. I hope you and your 
families have enjoyed the summer holidays and 
your children are ready to learn again. Our 
teachers and staff are rested and ready to go too! 
We welcome four new teachers into our school. 
Miss Strachan and Mrs Jones in Year 1, and Mrs 
Brace and Mrs Vardy in the Foundation Stage. 
We also welcome just over 60 new pupils into our 
Foundation Stage, who have started part-time, 
and six other new pupils who are dotted all over 
the school.  
We are all looking forward to a really hard-
working year in school and I hope to see many of 
you at our events throughout the term and the 
year ahead.                                                  

Miss Godbold 
 

School Uniform 
I’d like to thank every parent and carer for having 

such smartly dressed children on their start back 

at school. They look wonderful! 

Can you please, please, please label all items of 

clothing as we are finding that lots of very 

expensive uniform is ending up in our lost 

property already, as we are not able to return it 

to its rightful owners. Thank you 

 

Harvest Festival 

 
Today was out Harvest Festival. This year, as last, 

we are taking all the food donated to the St Ives 

Foodbank, which works with local St Ives 

families. Thank you for all your very kind 

donations.  

 

Saturday 2nd October will see the first Old 
Riverport Ukelele Festival. 

 
From 10am to 11pm in St Ives Corn Exchange, 
there will be a whole day of concerts, workshops, 
open mic sessions and more. 

Named the Ukelele Festival of Cambridgeshire, it 
is attracting some of the country’s leading 
exponents of the art and includes a FREE 
children’s workshop. 
The day will end with a concert that will appeal 
to all music lovers, not just Ukulele fans. 
Among the acts, is the internationally renowned 
Opera-lele, which has rapidly established itself as 
one of the most innovative and exciting new acts 
in the world. Other nationally acclaimed acts 
include Phil Dolman, Matt Stead and Peter Moss. 
Attendance is by purchasing a Day Ticket, which 
costs £12 and can be obtained at: 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/eventsstives 
Details of the Festival can be seen on the Town 
Team website: www.stivescambridgeshire.co.uk 
or on the StIvesUkeFest Facebook page. 
 

Our Mini Moo 

Many families found our Mini Moo, Captain 

Moovel, in Cambridge over the holidays. I am 

sure she was glad of familiar company! 

Thank you for all the entries we received for our 

painting competition. The winners were Skye and 

Mia. I hope they share the prize! 

Or Mini Moo is now safety back in school and will 

be presenting herself in different places all over 

the school, which will lead to many ‘spot the 

moo’ opportunities! 

 

Year 6 Parents 

Just to update you that the application process 

for next year’s Year 7 has now opened. It closes 

on the 31st October. Look out for Open Evening 

sessions at your local secondary school. 

 

Mobile Phones and Social Media 

Often, particularly in Years 5 and 6, unpleasant 

language or wording that has started online at 

home, spills into school and we are asked to deal 

with it. 

 Can I please remind parents that most social 

networking sites such as WhatsApp, Facebook, 

TikTok and YouTube etc. have high age 

restrictions of 13 years old or, in some cases, 15. 

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/eventsstives
http://www.stivescambridgeshire.co.uk/
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These restrictions have been put into place to 

ensure children are safe, protect them from 

emotional harm and prevent them from talking 

to strangers, who may not be who they say they 

are, take pictures of themselves and upload them 

for all to see or from reading information 

unsuitable for their age group, such how to self-

harm. I sadly refer to the death of Molly Russell. 

A child’s phone, although a present or a 

“necessity” to enable them to walk home safely, 

still belongs to you and you have the right, and 

the responsibility, to keep them safe and monitor 

their phone use. 

A phone can give children huge independence, 

but can also make them vulnerable to the outside 

world, even within the confines of their own 

home.  

Our New Play Equipment 

Anyone who comes onto the front playground to 

visit or learn couldn’t have failed to have noticed 

our wonderful new trim trail. It replaced a rickety 

trail that was moved from the old school site and 

was on its last legs. 

 
The children have really enjoyed playing on it and 

so I must say thank you to FOTS for organising 

such wonderful events during such interesting 

times. I’d also like to thank parents for spending 

money at the events and for the donations you 

have made, and to key sponsors, such as the 

Rotary Club whose help pushed us over the line!

 

Thank you very much from all the children and 

staff at Thorndown. I know it is going to get lots 

of use for many years to come. 

 

The History of Toys 

 
Year 1 were thrilled to receive a visit from ‘History 

Off the Page’ on Thursday 16th  and Friday 17th 

September. A huge variety of toys was available 

for them to explore and learn about, from string 

puppets to building bricks made of stone. They 

also had the opportunity to be archaeologists, 

digging for toys and then identifying the 

materials used to make them. Finally, they 

finished off the day producing toys from the past 

and took home a bag of wonderful creations. 

Thank you to the volunteers who supported this 

event.        

Mrs Emberton

 

 

 


