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Thorndown Newsletter  
 

Number: 114 

Welcome back everyone, after what I hope 
was a lovely and relaxing half term.  
We continue to work with the restrictions that 
Covid brings as we start getting ready for the 
celebrations and events of Christmas. As we 
work out ways of keeping us all safe whilst 
enjoying school events, we will be updating 
you all the way. I am sure the Government and 
Local Authority will be issuing advice and 
guidance too as the winter progresses. 
Together, we will do everything we can to 
make sure our children learn, keep safe and 
have fun this Christmas.  

Vicci Godbold 
 

 
Open Classrooms 

We were delighted by the response of our Year 
3 and 4 parents at our first Open Classroom 
session last half term. 

 
The children enjoyed sharing their learning and 
classrooms with their parents and the 
feedback from everyone was incredibly 
positive. The focus for the session was to share 
with you our new Opening Worlds Curriculum 
which we have launched in Years 3 and 4. This 
curriculum will be introduced further up the 
school over the next few years. 
Thank you all for coming and we look forward 
to welcoming other families very soon across 
the school. 

 

 

 
 

Skip2Bfit is an amazing company, which visits 

schools to teach skipping. We had a wonderful 

two days last half term, when all classes from 

Year 1 to Year 6 learned or improved their 

skipping. The children used a special rope (with 

a counter on the handle) which, after two 

minutes, recorded the amount of skips each 

child had completed. 

David, who led the workshop, motivated us all 

with personal challenges to beat our scores and 

be resilient. The buzz about school was 

fantastic as children (and staff) embraced the 

sessions and were motivated to improve their 

scores. Children are now continuing to improve 

their skipping in PE lessons and at break times. 

If your child wishes to purchase a rope, they can 

do so on the School Gateway for either £6 or 

£8. These can be brought into school for break 

times – but please label them so they don’t get 

lost. It was hard to take photos as the action 

was fast and furious… and the snaps were 

rather blurry!           Mrs Burke 

 

 
 

Parking on Hill Rise 
I fully appreciate that for some families using a 
car to take their children to and from school is 
necessary. However, when parking, can I 
please ask that we are respectful to the 
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residents who live around the school and make 
sure they can leave their own driveways 
because, like you, they need to get to work too. 
Thank you if you walk, scooter or ride to school 
every day or as often as possible. 
 

Grandparents Gardening  
 

  
 

On Monday 18th October, we had our 

Grandparents Gardening morning. The 

amazing team got digging, weeding and tidying 

up our growing areas.  After weeding our ‘no 

dig’ beds, we put a layer of compost on them 

(from our own compost bins) and then covered 

them up for winter. While clearing out the 

pond of leaves and debris, a resident frog 

popped its head up to say hello! After all their 

hard work, grandparents got to spend some 

special time with their grandchildren and 

enjoyed a lovely lunch provided by school. 

Thank you so much to everyone for your time 

and effort; it is so very much appreciated. If 

you come into school using the gate that enters 

directly onto the field, you can see the results 

of their digging and gardening skills, especially 

around the pond. 

Thank you to our Caretaker, Pete, and his wife, 
Jackie, for their hard work and hours of 
watering in the allotment throughout the year 
and for the support of our visiting 
grandparents. We are now ready for whatever 
the winter weather throws at us in the garden. 

 
 

Rugby Tournament 

 
Thorndown Thistles 

We played against three teams. Olly and Harry 

scored tries. We didn’t win any rounds but we 

had fun and enjoyed ourselves. We probably 

didn’t come in the top 5, but we tried hard.  

 

Thorndown Team Thunder 

Thorndown Thunder came in second place out 

of 13 teams. Playing in the tournament was 

really fun because we were all playing 

together. When we were in the final, it was 

competitive to win the trophy. We were proud 

to come second.  

Written by Olly, Kylie and Harry from Turtle 

Class 


