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Swimming in Year 4 and Year 5 

As many of you know, at Thorndown, all children 

undertake swimming lessons in Year 4. This helps 

us work towards the national curriculum target 

that all children must be able to swim 25 metres 

(a length of the St Ives pool) by the time they 

leave primary school. Sadly, these lessons were 

missed by our present Year 5s during lockdown, 

so we sent a questionnaire to all our Year 5 

parents to find out which children couldn’t swim 

25 metres. We provided lessons for those children 

and many of them have received certificates to 

show their swimming progress. In a town with 

water at its heart, it’s so important that children’s 

safety hasn’t been put a risk because of Covid. 

Swimming definitely is a sport that has been 

affected by Covid-restrictions and lockdowns, but 

it is a vital skill for children for safety, as well as 

their health and enjoyment. Please may we take 

this opportunity to promote enjoying time in the 

water to build your child’s confidence and help to 

develop their skills. Please be aware that One 

Leisure and other local pools are running 

swimming lessons and Family Swim sessions are 

back on the timetable at St Ives pool (these run at 

approximately £4 per child, per session). 

 Mrs Burke and Miss Sibanda,  PE Leads 

Last Day of Term 
Due to the extra bank holidays linked to the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations falling in 
our May half term, school will be finishing a day 
earlier this year. The last day of the summer term 
will be Thursday the 21st July 2022. 
 

Mobile Phones 
I know that many of my older pupils received a 
mobile phone for Christmas. Can I urge you to 
regularly check the emails and other social media 
and communication apps. Children can 
sometimes forget they are online and say things 
they would not usually say to their friends’ if they 
were in talking face-to-face. We have been 
involved in many such incidents that have 

happened at home in the past. It’s good to know 
who your children are talking to. 
We are running our annual E-safety day on the 8th 
February this year. Miss Collins, our Computing 
Lead, will be updating you on what your child will 
be learning about nearer the time. 
 

Parent Views 

 
Thank you to all the parents who have been 
responding so honestly when we have caught 
you outside at the start and the end of the day. 
Already, your ideas and views are leading to 
actions within school. I will be sending our usual 
annual Parental Survey just after half term. 
However if you would like to comment earlier 
than that, don’t forget you can log onto Ofsted 
Parent view. https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/  
Thank you. 
 

Christmas Jumpers 
If your child has now grown out of their 
Christmas jumpers, please hang on to them as 
FOTS will be running a swapping scheme 
nearer Christmas next year. If you wish to 
donate your Christmas jumpers to FOTS prior 
to then, please hand them in to the school 
office. 
 

Climbing Frames 
Please do not let your children play on any of 
our climbing frames before or after school to. 
These include the climbing frames in the 
Foundation Stage playground and all the lovely 
climbing frames in the large playground. Our 
risk assessments are only valid during the 
times of the school day. 
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Panathlon 

 
This week, seven children represented 

Thorndown at the Panathlon. There was a 

game where you threw bean bags onto 

numbered squares and whatever the number 

was, you got that many points. We also did this 

game called “Flight path” where you threw 

coloured balls on to their respective colour. My 

team and I completed in “Messi football” . Our 

school came in 4th place overall. Finally, the last 

tasks were Polybat, parachute popcorn, table 

cricket and curling. We had a brilliant time and 

want to thank our TAs and teachers for taking 

us.   

      By Phoenix, Year 5 

 
 

The circus is coming to Thorndown! 

 
Did you know that a Circus Big Top is coming to 
our field in July? The whole school will be 
enjoying an Arts Week with circus themed 
music, dance and art and the children will have 
a chance to learn some circus skills during the 
week. It all ends with an evening performance 
by the circus performers in the Big Top on our 
field on July 1st.  
The tickets are £10 per person and you can 

buy them on 

https://app.classlist.com/events/#/events/vie

w/842561319 or scan the barcode on the 

posters found all over the school.  It will be a 

great week with a wonderful circus buzz and 

we hope you can join us. 

Photograph Competition 
Every year, I run a photo competition to find 
the best photographers and photos. The 
winning pictures in each age category are 
blown up onto large canvases and displayed all 
over the school.  
This year, I’d like a picture which features the 
with the sun. So the theme is 'Fun in the Sun.’ 
The pictures do not have to be brought into 
school until the 1st May, when I hope we have 
seen the sun a few times! (We will be talking to 
the children about sun safety and the dangers 
of looking directly into the sun). Further 
information will follow about the age 
categories, but I wanted to inform you that our 
competition is coming so your child can think 
about what they want to take a photo of and 
when might be a good time to do so. We will 
also send reminders home.  
 

Safe Place 
If you are experiencing domestic abuse, you 
can seek support by ringing the national 
domestic abuse helpline on 0808 2000 247 or, 
if an emergency, please dial 999. 
Our school is a safe place and so, if you feel 
unsafe and it would help, please come in and 
speak to us, and stay as long as you need to. 
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